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ABSTRACT
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Problem
During the last decade, Calgary Central Church has not been intentionally
involved in reaching families with children. They have done many different types of
evangelism and community outreach programs but nothing to attract this specific
segment of the population. With a large number of unreached families with children in
the community, the need for a specific outreach project like this was obvious.

Method
A 12-week program to reach families with children was developed and
implemented during 2016-2017. The approach of this project was to reach the parents by
reaching their children first. For this purpose, Kids’ Discipleship Club was developed and
implemented. Its main purpose was missional, but during the course of the
implementation stage, the purpose of the project became a combination of both reaching
families in the community and helping church families in discipling their children.
Results
Twenty families enrolled their children in this program, 14 of them from the
church and six from the community. In total, there were 35 children who attended the
weekly meetings. As a result of this program, the families from the community had a
chance to get to know our church and see that we care about them and their children.
During this program, the leaders and the families from the church established
relationships with the families from the community. The other result was that the families
from the church strengthened their relationship with Jesus. The children had an amazing
experience that helped them grow and mature on their discipleship journey.
Conclusions
This project demonstrates that churches must become intentional in reaching out
to different demographic groups in our community. A one-size-fits-all approach does not
work; therefore, the church needs to come up with new strategies. I believe that this type
of project can be very successful in reaching out to families, and it has the potential to
have a great missional impact on our communities.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

This introductory chapter outlines the scope of the project, which was to develop
and implement a strategy to reach families with children in Calgary, Alberta. The first
step was to do an analysis of the ministry context to determine the usefulness of the
project. The next step was to formulate the statement of the problem, followed by the
statement of the task. The last step was to describe the delimitations of the project.
After all the preliminary steps had been described, an overview of the entire
project document was developed, which took place in five steps: (a) writing a theological
reflection; (b) reviewing relevant literature; (c) describing the development of the project
strategy; (d) describing the implementation of the project strategy; and (e) outlining the
method of evaluation.
Description of the Ministry Context
I am the senior pastor of the Calgary Central Seventh-day Adventist Church in
Calgary, Alberta, Canada. According to the 2011 census, the population of the city of
Calgary was 1,096,833, representing a percentage increase of 10.9% from 2006. The vast
majority of the population (67.3%) was Caucasian. In Calgary, 58.7% of the total
population aged 15 and over were either married (50.4%) or living with a commonlaw partner (8.4%). Of the population 54.9% was Christian and 32.3% had no religious
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affiliation. More than two-thirds of the population (67.4%) aged 25 years and over had
completed some level of postsecondary education. The median total household income in
Calgary was $81,256.
Calgary Central Seventh-day Adventist Church was officially organized on May
25, 1911. It has a membership of 1,054 people, with an active membership of about 750
members and an average weekly attendance of about 500 people. Over 25% of the
members are inactive. The membership is comprised of about 50% Caucasian with 25%
of the members over the age of 60. The current ministry focus of our church is on
implementing the REACH Ministry Plan, which is a strategy that helps churches to best
accomplish their mission. It is a process designed to support congregations in becoming
mission-driven churches. The project to reach families with children is a part of the
overall Ministry Plan of the church. The other big project that the church is focusing on is
a church plant. In addition to implementing the Ministry Plan, my focus as the pastor is
on weekly Bible studies and visitation of church members.
Statement of the Problem
Families with children in Calgary represent one of the largest demographic
groups; however, the church did not have a ministry in place to reach this segment of the
population. There were 464,000 private households in Calgary in 2011. Of those, 30.6%
of households were comprised of couples with children aged 24 and under at home. As a
result of not reaching this particular demographic group, Calgary Central Church has not
had any families with children from the community join the church in the past five years.
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Statement of the Task
The task of this project was to develop, implement, and evaluate a strategy to
reach families with children in Calgary. This strategy was developed with the purpose of
testing to see how effective Kids’ Discipleship Club could be in establishing relationships
with the families in the community.
Delimitations of the Project
The scope of this project was limited in three ways. First, the project was
implemented in the neighborhoods that are within a 10-kilometer radius of the church.
Only parents with children within these communities were invited to participate. Second,
the project was primarily focused on the families with children between the ages of 5-9.
The reason for limiting the number of communities and the age groups was that there
were not enough volunteers or enough space to run a larger club. The third delimitation
of the project was that only volunteers from Calgary Central Church would be involved
in the process of implementation. The intent of this delimitation was to allow the
members from Calgary Central to spend time with the families from the community and
to use this opportunity to make connections with those families.
Description of the Project Process
Theological Reflection
In order to develop a theological basis for a strategy to reach families with
children, the following five topics were examined: (a) the importance of children; (b) the
necessity of bringing children to Jesus (Mark 10:13-16); (c) the responsibility of passing
spiritual legacy on to children (Deut 6:4-9); (d) the impact of family and church on
children’s spiritual education; and (e) the urgency of discipling children. After examining
3

these five topics, a succinct, yet thorough summary and implications of the theological
reflection was developed.
Literature Review
A review of relevant literature was done in order to establish the importance of
leading children to Jesus. The following topics were evaluated in this literature review:
(a) the view of children and childhood; (b) children’s spirituality; (c) child discipleship;
and (d) child evangelism. A special area of interest was the research that dealt with the
roles of the family and the church in developing children’s spirituality.
Strategy Development
A strategy for reaching families with children was developed. To accomplish this
task, four steps were taken: (a) a demographic study of the community was conducted;
(b) the data was analyzed and presented to church leaders; (c) advice and feedback was
sought from the church leaders and other church members; and (d) a plan for running
Kids’ Discipleship Club was developed.
Strategy Implementation
The implementation of the strategy took place in four steps: (a) a team of
volunteers was selected and trained; (b) the project was advertised in the community; (c)
Kids’ Discipleship Club started functioning once a week for twelve weeks; and (d) a
celebration Sabbath was planned at the end of the program for all participants. The
strategy was implemented in Calgary, Alberta for a period of three months. This project
was completed on December 31, 2017.
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Method of Evaluation
The effectiveness of the strategy was evaluated first by administering
questionnaires to the members of the church and to the participants before the start of the
project, and second, by asking the participants and volunteers to fill out a survey at the
end of the project implementation. Every participant agreed to be part of this research by
signing an informed consent form. Strict measures were taken to ensure the
confidentiality of data provided by the participants. The data was entered into a
spreadsheet and then carefully analyzed. The results and the interpretation of data will be
presented in chapter 6.
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CHAPTER 2
A THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATION FOR CHILDREN’S
DISCIPLESHIP
Introduction
Children’s discipleship is one of the most important tasks given by God to parents
and the church. It is a great privilege, but at the same time, a great responsibility. John
Chrysostom (as cited in Doherty, 2011a) confirms this point when he states, “Higher than
every painter, higher than every sculptor and than all artists, do I regard him who is
skilled in the art of forming the soul-life of children” (p. 11).
Okoronkwo (2012) says that two words in Chrysostom’s statement stand out skilled and art. To mold a child’s life is an art which requires a lot of skill. A skillful
person is someone who puts a lot of effort in mastering a profession or a calling.
Learning a skill involves hard work and commitment. It also involves continual
preparation and practice. The same applies to the people who are skilled in the art of
forming a child’s life. The process of discipling children is hard work that requires
commitment and continual involvement in their lives.
This chapter will be divided into six sections: (a) the importance of children; (b)
the necessity of bringing children to Jesus; (c) the responsibility of passing a spiritual
legacy on to children; (d) the impact of family and church on children’s spiritual
education; (e) the urgency of discipling children; and (f) summary and implications.
6

The Importance of Children
The society in the Old and New Testament times did not place a great deal of
importance on children. Even today, in many cultures childhood is seen just as a
necessary step toward adulthood. People often talk about children as being the future of
society and of the church. They use terms like tomorrow’s world or church’s future in
regards to children. Stafford and Merrill (2007) argue that by using these terms we are
“pushing off the value of children to the Realm of Someday. Someday they will add
value. Someday they will make a difference. Not today” (p. 15).
Children are Important to God
The Bible is very clear that God does not look at children as having only future
value. Children are valuable to God in the present. God reveals in Scripture that children
are important to him and that he expects the parents and the church to place the same
importance on them. Van Brummelen (as cited in Doherty, 2011a) agrees with this point
stating that the years of childhood are very important because they “determine in many
ways the character of our years of adulthood and during childhood preparations are made
for important decisions later in life” (p. 19).
Many parents mourn the ill-advised decisions that their teenage children make,
but many of those have roots in their child’s early age. Consequently, many mistakes
could be avoided if the parents would fulfill their obligations to disciple their children in
their early stages of life. The future generations depend on the previous generations to
fulfill their God-given responsibilities. The failure to do so might have eternal
consequences for both parents and children.
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Children are Important to Others
The Bible is not alone in recognizing this sacred obligation towards children.
Many great people in the past and today have spoken about this. Nelson Mandela (as
cited in Lovaglia, 2016) sternly warns, “History will judge us by the difference we make
in the everyday lives of children” (p. 26). Also, Meyer (as cited in Doherty, 2011a)
writes:
If Protestantism loses out, it will be because it has lost faith in the reality of a child’s
religion and has not understood his need. It is painful to think how often we neglect
the children and then labor with agonizing prayer and heroic appeal for the
conversion of men and women. (p. 20)
Stafford and Merrill (2007) author a book ironically titled, Too Small to Ignore.
People often think of the big things as being too big to ignore, but in this case the small
ones (the children) are too small to ignore. The church cannot continue to ignore the
children. This author talks about the great omission of children. Instead of including
children in the Great Commission, the church is guilty of a great omission. It seems that
the church is not taking the instructions of God in regards to children’s discipleship
seriously.
The Greek philosopher Socrates (as cited in Maxwell, 1987) asked, “Fellow
citizens, why do you turn and scrape every stone to gather wealth and take so little care of
your children to whom one day you must relinquish it all?” (p. 128). Satan has flooded
adults with many activities and much busyness so that they will ignore their
responsibilities towards children. He knows that if the people do not pass on their
spiritual knowledge to the next generation, he will gain victory in the great spiritual
battle.
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God’s Original Plan for Children
Barna (2003) asks a sobering question, “The enemy has plans for your children –
do you?” This is an important question that the parents and the church need to answer.
The society and culture today have a plan for our children. Their philosophy is to get
them when they are young because this is the way to have them for the rest of their lives.
The question is, “What is God’s plan for children?”
This chapter focuses on answering this important question. It explores God’s
original plan for children and the importance of the family and the church in this plan.
This chapter deals primarily with two main passages from the Bible that help answer this
question. The first passage is Mark 10:13-16; and the second is Deuteronomy 6:4-9. Both
of these passages demonstrate that children are important to God and that he has a special
plan for them.
The Necessity of Bringing Children to Jesus
(Mark 10:13-16)
The passage in Mark 10:13-16 shows that Jesus, who was God in the flesh, took
special interest in children by caring for them and showing how important they are to
him. This passage also clearly indicates that God’s plan for children is for them to
become followers of Christ. This particular story of Jesus blessing the children is related
in two other synoptic Gospels as well (Matt 19:16-30; Luke 18:18-30). In this story, Jesus
teaches some valuable lessons on children’s discipleship. The passage in Mark 10 can be
divided into four sections: (a) people bring the little children to Jesus; (b), disciples
rebuke those who brought the children; (c) childlikeness as the kingdom entrance
requirement; and (d) Jesus’ actions honor the children.
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People Bring the Little Children to Jesus
There are no specifics about the children and about those who brought them to
Jesus. All the Bible says is that these children were little, most likely before their teen
years, and that someone brought them to Jesus. Mostly likely the parents were the ones
who brought their children to Jesus. One indication of this would be that these were “little
children,” and as such, they probably needed parental help and guidance.
Also, the Bible tells the reader the reason why these people brought the children
to Jesus: “that he might touch them” (v. 10). In the Bible, touch is a very powerful thing.
In the Gospels, the touch of Jesus is associated with physical healing. Besides physical
healing, Jesus’ touch brought spiritual healing. The touch of Jesus is a transforming
touch. When Jesus touches people, he makes them whole or complete. So, the people that
brought these children to Jesus were evidently very interested in these children’s physical
and spiritual well-being. Obviously, the people who would want this for their children
would be their parents, but others are not excluded either.
Bunge, Fretheim, and Gaventa (2008) observe that Mark 10:13-16 starts out as
apparently another miracle story because the people were bringing the children to Jesus
so that he might touch them. Earlier in the book of Mark, the touching of Jesus has led to
healing for the sick (3:10; 5:27-34, 34, 41-42; 6:56; 7:32-35; 8:22-25). The people's
motive in 10:13, "that he might touch them," and the previous miracles might lead the
reader of Mark to expect more miracles. But the book of Mark mentions no miracle here
which suggests that the people did not bring children to Jesus to be physically healed; It
is more likely that they were brought to receive a blessing from Jesus.
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Another interesting point about the children being brought to Jesus is the fact that
they needed to be brought. Someone had to take the time and make the effort to bring
these children to Jesus. Most likely these where young children who might not have come
to Jesus on their own. Someone had to understand where these children were in their
spiritual experience and, perceiving that they needed Jesus’ touch, they brought them to
Him. Children need to be brought to the Lord, and that responsibility lies with the adults.
Strange (1996) argues that if we correctly understand the words and actions of
Jesus towards children, then every true Christian must have a particular concern for them.
The author continues saying that the concern should not be just for their own children, or
the children from their church, but “children simply as children, wherever they are and in
whatever need they find themselves” (p. 113). This statement points out an important
aspect of children’s discipleship. The church has a responsibility to disciple children not
only from their own families and churches, but also the children from the larger context
which is the community.
Mercer (2005) supports the same idea. She says that the key practice of faith
should be the perspective people hold towards children. This perspective should motivate
everyone to be engaged in work with children, and not just their own children, but also
for other people’s children. The church must understand that it is not just responsible for
its own children but also for the children in the community. If their own parents do not
bring them to Jesus, the church must step in and try to do everything possible to help
these children to come to him.
In the Gospels, every time someone was brought to Jesus, it was because he or
she had a need of him. In this case, the children were brought to Jesus for the same
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reason. Those who brought them to Jesus saw that these children needed the transforming
touch of Jesus. In Mark 2:17 Jesus responds to His critics saying, “Those who are well
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous,
but sinners, to repentance.” The adults have a responsibility to recognize the need of a
child to come to Jesus in order to receive a blessing from him. Children need Jesus as
much as adults do.
Disciples Rebuke Those Who Brought the
Children
Before describing Jesus’ actions toward the children who were brought to him,
Mark gives an account of how the disciples reacted. The story shows the sad reality of the
disciples rebuking those who brought the children to Jesus. In their minds they probably
had good reasons for doing so. Maybe Jesus was too busy or too tired. Maybe the
disciples thought that the children were too insignificant to be worth Jesus’ time and
effort. Perhaps these children were making too much noise, and the disciples just wanted
to keep them away so that they would not disturb Jesus and the crowd. They probably
thought that they were doing what was best for ministry.
The disciples did not understand that these children were part of Jesus’ ministry
and that he wanted the children to become his disciples as well. Yes, it is true that the
children needed help from someone to bring them to Jesus, but that is why God places
adults in the lives of children – to help them in the discipleship process. There are people
in our churches today that may think about children the same way as the disciples. They
mistakenly think of children as insignificant and not worth their time and effort.
In verse 14, Mark tells his readers that Jesus was “greatly displeased” with the
actions of the disciples. Jesus was displeased with the disciples because they were serving
12

as obstacles in bringing children to him instead of being the channels through which the
children could come to the Lord. Instead of being obstacles, adults must become
instruments through which children can enter into a relationship with Jesus. Jesus voiced
his displeasure with a simple appeal to the disciple “Let the little children come to Me,
and do not forbid them” (v. 14).
Sometimes people think that their status with Jesus entitles them to forbid
someone else to come to him. They place themselves as judges of the character of others
and make their decisions according to their own ideas of what Jesus expects from his
followers. In other words, people place themselves above God in deciding who can or
cannot come to Jesus. This attitude is completely contrary to the Bible, and it echoes
many misguided religious movements throughout history. This type of forbidding action
is often shown towards the vulnerable segments of society such as children, but Jesus
makes it very clear in this passage that no one has the right to forbid someone else,
including children, from coming to him.
Childlikeness as the Kingdom Entrance
Requirement
The reason why the children need to be brought to Jesus is because “of such is the
kingdom of God” (v. 14). There are two interpretations of this phrase. First, some
theologians believe that this phrase should be interpreted symbolically. In other words,
the kingdom of God belongs to those who have childlike characteristics such as humility
and trust. Second, other theologians argue that this phrase should be taken literally and
interpreted as the kingdom of heaven belongs to children. In other words, this
interpretation argues that children can be saved, and that they have a place in the
kingdom.
13

Nothing in the text indicates that these two interpretations exclude each other. On
the contrary, the story suggests that Jesus used this phrase to emphasize both
interpretations. First, he wanted to teach his disciples a lesson that childlike
characteristics are vital for the entrance into the kingdom of heaven. Second, Jesus
wanted to reverse the wrong perception of children by the society of that day. He wanted
to show the importance of children and their capacity to become the citizens of his
kingdom. Strange (1996) says that the Jewish society saw the adults as the children’s
models for developing characteristics that would qualify them for the kingdom, but here
Jesus is reversing that and makes the children the models for the adults.
Miller-McLemore (2003) confirms this interpretation, “What stands out in the
gospel passages in particular is that children as children qualify as disciples and symbols
of the reign of God” (p. 99). Jesus received little children to him and rebuked those who
were not permitting children to come to him, and then he attended to their needs. This is
evidence enough that in this passage Jesus wanted to make a statement that children are
important and that they belong in his kingdom.
Jesus says in verse 14 that the children are not excluded from the kingdom. Then
in verse 15 he goes on to say that before entering the kingdom, one must receive the
kingdom, and not just simply receive it, but receive it as a child. The kingdom of God
must first be received before it is entered. That means that the kingdom of God can
already be present in the hearts of people when they accept Jesus. It is not just a future
event, but also a present reality. Jesus says here that both the children and those who
exhibit childlike characteristics are qualified to enter into the kingdom, but only if they
receive the kingdom.
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The question that one must ask here is, “What childlike characteristic did Jesus
have in mind when he made the children an example?” One can find a probable answer
from the immediate context of this story in all three Gospels. It is not accidental that the
authors in each of the three Gospels in which this story is found, place the story of the
rich young ruler immediately after it (Matt 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18-30).
This rich young man was confident that he had kept the commandments, but he
believed that he could not follow Jesus because he had too much to lose. The inability to
give up everything for the sake of following Jesus cost the rich young ruler an entrance
into the kingdom. In contrast, what qualifies the children for entrance into the kingdom of
God is the fact that they do not carry any burdens around that hinder them from entering.
Self-denial, humility, and service are the qualities that make people ready to enter into the
kingdom, and children are great models of those virtues. Strange (1996) says the
following on this issue:
Jesus was speaking specifically about how a person enters the kingdom of God, and
in looking at children it was not their subjective characteristics, but their objective
position in society, which made them models of discipleship. He meant that just as
children occupied a socially inferior position, dependent on others, and at the beck
and call of others, so also his followers must live as servants in the kingdom. To enter
the kingdom of God means to renounce self and self-seeking and to take a status of no
consequence. The life of the kingdom of God is a life of service and humility,
exemplified by the place taken by children, the people of least consequence in the
power structure of the family and of the wider society. (p. 51)
Jesus’ Actions Honor the Children
What happens next in this story is very important for the overall narrative. Jesus
was not ascribing importance to children just with his words, but proved his words by his
actions. After Jesus rebuked the disciples and explained to them the value of children and
their ability to become his disciples, he showed his care towards children in two different
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actions: (a) Jesus took them up in his arms; (b) Jesus laid his hands on them and blessed
them.
Jesus’ first action towards children was to take them up in his arms. Being in the
arms of God denotes protection, care, and help in the time of trials and need. More than
that, parents are the ones often associated with this physical gesture towards children.
Judith Gundry-Volf (as cited in Mercer, 2005) points out that in the Hellenistic texts of
the same time period the term enangkalizomai, “to take in his arms,” is used for the
women taking children in their hands. In other words, when Jesus took the children in his
arms, he was exhibiting parental qualities. She concludes by saying, “What appeared to
be an undistinguished activity – care for children, belonging to the domain of women,
similarly marginalized people – becomes a prime way for all disciples to demonstrate the
greatness that corresponds to the reign of God” (p. 52).
Bunge (2008) suggests that in this passage there is an allusion to the practice of
taking in orphans. “Jesus’ hug, therefore, can be seen as an adoptive embrace, an
assumption of a parental role. His subsequent blessing indicates that he has adopted the
children in order to pass on an inheritance to them before he dies, and in this way ‘save’
them” (Chapter 7, para. 33).
Jesus’ second action towards children was to lay his hands on them. Laying on of
hands in the Bible was used in different ways. First, the laying on of hands was used as
parental blessing (Gen 48:12-20). Second, the laying on of hands was used in the Bible
for healing (Mark 8:23-25; Luke 4:40). The question is, “What was the meaning of laying
on of hands on children in Mark 10?”
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There is no consensus in the theological community on this point. However, a
large number of theologians agree that the meaning of the laying on of hands in this
passage is the parental blessing. There is a special blessing that God is waiting to impart
to children. When God blesses, it means that he is giving something of himself. Being
blessed by God is often associated with prosperity and success. Niles (2016) talks about
the tradition that existed during the first century AD in regards to child blessing.
It was a tradition at the time of Jesus, that fathers would bring their children to the
local synagogue, where the elders would join the father in a prayer of blessing. The
father would lay his hands on the child’s head. The elders of the synagogue would
surround them and bless the child. It was a special event in the local community.
People were bringing their children to Jesus, which seems to be consistent with this
kind of blessing. (para. 3)
However, Niles (2016) observes that there is an interesting contrast found in this
story between Jesus and the religious leaders of the day. The Scripture says that Jesus
took the children in his hands and laid his hands on them. Jesus touched the children
when he blessed them, something the scribes and Pharisees never did. From the
beginning of the story the Bible writer establishes that the reason the children were
brought to Jesus was that “he might touch them” (Mark 10:13). This contrast between
Jesus and the scribes and Pharisees was the reason the parents brought their children to
Jesus. They brought the children to Jesus because they knew that Jesus offered something
different, something better.
Even though it seems that this would be the obvious meaning of this phrase, the
text does not exclude the possibility that Jesus’ gesture combined both usages. First,
Jesus laid his hands on the children to offer them a fatherly blessing. Second, he laid his
hands on the children to bring spiritual and maybe even physical healing.
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The Responsibility of Passing a Spiritual Legacy
on to Children (Deut 6:4-9)
The passage in Deuteronomy 6:4-9 is often referred to as God’s original blueprint
for families. According to Haynes (2009), this passage is vitally important because it
provides God’s plan for the spiritual formation of future generations. Howard (2014)
points out that this passage from Deuteronomy 6 provides ways by which to pass a
spiritual legacy on to children. She says that a legacy is inevitable and that the parents
will pass things on to their children.
The most valuable legacy we can pass to our children, grandchildren, and other
children in our lives is a spiritual legacy – the legacy of faith in Christ. Although
every individual must make his or her own decision for Christ, there are things we
can do to create an atmosphere where faith can thrive. When we consistently show
them the value and relevancy of faith in Christ, that’s a legacy not easily tossed aside.
God knew the necessity of one generation passing the torch of faith to the next. He
even laid out a plan for us in His Word. When Israel was poised to enter the Promised
Land, God – through Moses – told them how vital it would be to not only model faith
to their children, but to also purposefully teach them God’s Word. Knowing and
obeying God would keep them right in the center of His will and blessing. (paras. 23)
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 is one of the first texts in the Bible that teaches how to make
great disciples. It provides instruction on how to be wise parents who saturate the
thinking of their children with God’s truth. In this passage, God is communicating his
plan for discipling children through four different commands. First, God is commanding
the Israelites to hear: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one” (v. 4). Second,
the Israelites were commanded to love God: “You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength” (v. 5).
Third, God commands the Israelites to have the words in their hearts: “these
words are to be in your heart” (v. 6). Fourth, the Israelites were commanded to teach
these words to their children: “teach them diligently to your children” (v. 7a). The
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remainder of the passage (7b-9) explains the fourth command. These verses describe how
the parents were supposed to diligently teach God’s commands to the children: (a) they
had to “talk about them” (v. 7b); (b) they had to “bind them as a sign” (v. 8); and (c) they
had to “write them” (v. 9).
Hear, O Israel
It is noteworthy to mention that the first three commands deal with the spiritual
growth of the present generation. In order to transmit truth from one generation to
another, a few things must happen in the present generation. First, they must hear the
truth. The present generation must be willing to listen. Hearing implies more than just a
mere physical ability to hear. It implies the ability to internalize and process what one
hears. The hearing of the truth implies the understanding of it.
This goes with the later command from verse 6 where God tells the present
generation that they must have the truth in their hearts. This means that the Word of God
must penetrate deep into their being and become a part of them. The ability of the next
generation to learn God’s truths starts with the hearing and modeling of those truths from
the preceding generation. The spirituality of the succeeding generation is directly
connected in this way with the spirituality of the preceding generation.
So, what did the Israelites need to hear, understand, and store it deep in their
hearts and minds? The Israelites had to understand and always remember that God is one.
That was the foundation of their religion. Without this truth their God would be like any
other gods and their religion would be just like any other religion. Without this truth there
would be nothing important or life changing to pass on to the next generation. If the
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teachers had a wrong foundation, a wrong initial starting point for their faith, they would
build the next generation on a faulty foundation.
Haynes (2009) explains the importance of remembering the oneness of God, “The
Shema begins with a reference point. An undeniable, non-negotiable understanding that
there is one God and that he alone is God. This is the beginning of spiritual formation.
It’s the first step of faith. It’s the most foundational truth to pass on to the next
generation” (p. 35). Joiner (2009) talks about this command, and says that Moses
establishes God as the frame of reference for everything.
There is a reason why this passage is so important in the Jewish tradition. Joiner
(2009) indicates that Moses was making the point that it does not matter what our
children know if they do not know what really matters. It would have been a
heartbreaking experience for God to have the children of the Israelites enjoy all the
benefits of the Promised Land and never really know God. Joiner’s point is that this
command to hear is all about focus. Moses is trying to tell the nation of Israel that they
need to stay focused and never forget who is the true God. The importance of Shema is
the fact that it establishes God as the number one priority for individuals and families.
God becomes the center of everyone’s life and the connecting line from each generation
to the next.
Love the Lord Your God
Second, in order to transfer truth, the preceding generation must “love the Lord.”
This is the most important command of all which is called by Jesus “the first and great
commandment” (Matt 22:37-38). The obedience of the parents and their children to
God’s commands is built on the foundation of love. Right from the beginning God
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establishes the foundation for all obedience – relationships. Stafford and Merrill (2007)
provide the blueprint for establishing lasting relationships with children based on the
Deuteronomy 6 model: “What is needed is a genuine friendship with our children in
which we really enjoy their company and they ours” (p. 50).
God commands the people to love him with all their being and strength; in other
words, God expects the Israelites to love him with a genuine love. Authenticity is a key
virtue in this passage. The children need to see an authentic love in their parents in order
to develop the same love for God. The children need to have this authentic love modeled
in their lives. They need to see in their parents what loving God looks like.
Joiner (2010) gives the reason why loving God is so important. He says, “If you
want to pass on legacy to the next generation, it has to be transferred relationally.
Anytime you pass down rules, practices, or truths outside of the context of a genuine,
compelling love, you establish an empty religion” (p. 104). This is what God did not want
to happen. He wanted the Israelites to pass on a meaningful religion to succeeding
generations. Joiner concludes that if the parents are serious about the next generation,
they must not assume the role of an attorney who builds a logical case for why the law
should be followed, but instead they must focus on the character of God.
These Words are to be on Your Heart
Third, to increase the likelihood of transmitting of truth to the next generation, the
present generation must have the words of God in their own hearts. The New Living
Translation renders this verse as follows, “And you must commit yourselves
wholeheartedly to these commands that I am giving you today” (v. 6). This translation
explains very well the intent of this verse. When God told the Israelites that his
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commands must be on their hearts, he asked them to commit wholeheartedly to those
commands. Obeying God always implies a genuine heart commitment. In the Old
Testament the heart stands for the mind. Maxwell (1987) says, “The heart was regarded
as the seat of the mind and will; it controlled the emotions” (p. 126). The implication here
is that God’s commands must be imprinted on people’s minds.
When Moses spoke to the nation of Israel asking them to have the commandments
on their hearts, he was speaking in covenantal language. Weinfeld (1991) develops this
thought by saying that the idea of placing words upon the heart occurs in the political
royalty oaths in the ancient times. One example is the Hittite treaty of Mursili II with
Kupanta-Kal. It is interesting to see that passing the teachings on to the children is the
integral part of the covenant. Many covenants that God established with Israel, in one
way or another, mention the next generations. A covenant would have no power and
authority if there were no provision for continuation of it in the next generations.
If the parents do not have the commands on their heart, they will not be able to
pass them along to their children. One cannot give something to someone that one does
not personally have. Moses is saying in this passage that the parents must internalize the
truth, and it must become a way of life. A personal example is one of the best ways to
build a lifelong faith in children. One passage in the Bible that talks about this is 2
Timothy 3:14-15. Paul is advising Timothy to continue in the things which he has learned
from the Scriptures.
In this passage Paul praises Timothy for knowing the Scriptures from childhood.
In 2 Timothy 1:5 Paul says that the strong faith that was in Timothy was passed on to him
from his mother (Eunice) and his grandmother (Lois). Paul says that this faith was in
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Timothy’s mother and grandmother first and that they faithfully fulfilled their
responsibility to pass this faith on to him. The main point is that previous generations
built a lifelong faith in the succeeding generations through personal example.
Teach Them Diligently
After Moses gave the first three commands to Israel, which concerned their
generation, he told them what they needed to do next. Moses explained how the existing
generation could pass their faith on to the next generation. In order to ensure the
continuation of the worship of the true God, Moses commanded Israel to teach these
words diligently to their children (Stinson & Jones, 2011).
The Bible uses the word “diligently” to describe the teaching. In other words, the
people who are doing the teaching must be tireless and persevering in this process of
education. Much care and diligence is required in the teaching of children. Maxwell
(1987) observes that the teachings are not automatically transferred from one generation
to another. In order to transmit the commandments to the next generation it requires time
and effort.
Adams (as cited in Priolo, 2000) explains the meaning of the most significant verb
in this verse. He says that the word translated “teach diligently” can have two different
meanings. First, this word can have the meaning of repetition or saying something twice;
some translations have this word rendered as “repeat.” If the teachings are to be passed
on to the next generation, they must be repeated to the children continually. This word is
also used to describe the process of the sharpening of a sword because in the whetting
process the blade is repeatedly struck or rubbed against the honing stone. Teaching the
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children God’s truth is like sharpening a sword in that the children must be repeatedly
rubbed against the Scriptures.
The second meaning moves away from the idea of repetition to the idea of
“applying truth to situation after situation to which it corresponds… Truth must be
integrated with life” (Adams, as cited in Priolo, 2000, p. 14). In other words, the truth
must be applied to real life circumstances. A mere knowledge of truth is not enough.
Children must put the truth into practice. This is why some translators render the meaning
of this word as “impress deeply.” It is necessary to make sure that the way the children
are being taught is not just a superficial learning exercise, but a deep and meaningful
process.
Ellen White (1952) reminds parents that children are looking to them for
consistent lives. Parents are to teach children God’s ways and impress those spiritual
principles through everything they do.
Everything leaves its impress upon the youthful mind. The countenance is studied, the
voice has its influence, and the deportment is closely imitated by them… Children
must see in the lives of their parents that consistency which is in accordance with
their faith. By leading a consistent life and exercising self-control, parents may mold
the characters of their children. (p. 322)
Holmen (2005) suggests that the word “impress” refers to a faith that sticks (p.
71). The children must be taught in such a way that what they are taught will stay with
them for the rest of their lives. In another work, Holmen (2011) explains very well the
meaning of the word “impress.” He says that this word in the original Hebrew means to
establish, fix, or permanently brand like when a farmer brands his cattle. When we brand
something or someone, the brand is there for life. When God tells the people to impress
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the teachings upon their children, he is actually telling them to brand those truths in their
hearts and minds.
Another important aspect of branding is that it shows ownership. This means that
whenever the people brand God’s commands in the hearts and minds of the children, it
indicates that those children belong to God. When something is imprinted or ingrained in
someone, it becomes a part of that person. The same is true when the commands are
taught to children. To impress them deeply into children means that they become a part of
who they are.
To teach them diligently, means to instruct children repeatedly. God’s plan for the
parents is to talk about his truths and his story over and over again to their children. God
is saying to parents that they must drill his words deep down into the inner most parts of
their children’s beings so that they will love God the way the parents do. Parents need to
be diligent because our godless culture is constantly fighting for our children. Parents
cannot be half-hearted because the battle for their children’s spiritual destiny never ends.
The following quote from a speech given by Nicholas Humphrey (1998)
illustrates how hard Satan fights for children, and how easily errors can be implanted in
their minds.
Children, I'll argue, have a human right not to have their minds crippled by exposure
to other people's bad ideas – no matter who these other people are. Parents,
correspondingly, have no God-given license to enculturate their children in whatever
ways they personally choose: no right to limit the horizons of their children's
knowledge, to bring them up in an atmosphere of dogma and superstition, or to insist
they follow the straight and narrow paths of their own faith. In short, children have a
right not to have their minds addled by nonsense. And we as a society have a duty to
protect them from it. So we should no more allow parents to teach their children to
believe, for example, in the literal truth of the Bible, or that the planets rule their
lives, than we should allow parents to knock their children's teeth out or lock them in
a dungeon. That's the negative side of what I want to say. But there will be a positive
side as well. If children have a right to be protected from false ideas, they have too a
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right to be succoured by the truth. And we as a society have a duty to provide it.
Therefore, we should feel as much obliged to pass on to our children the best
scientific and philosophical understanding of the natural world – to teach, for
example, the truths of evolution and cosmology, or the methods of rational analysis –
as we already feel obliged to feed and shelter them. (p. 2)
Nicholas Humphrey argues that passing faith on to children is abuse but to pass
on the teachings of evolution is an obligation. He also claims that the parents have to be
slowly eliminated from the equation as the teachers of their children and replaced by
society. The effects of Nicholas Humphrey’s words are vividly seen in our society today.
This is exactly the opposite of what the Bible teaches. The Word of God
establishes the parents as the ones that are given this sacred responsibility. Society today
is trying very hard to brainwash children with its version of truth. Therefore, the parents
have to fight back and protect their children with the truths of the Bible. If the parents
miss this opportunity, then the children could be lost for eternity because it is much
harder to re-educate an adult than to instruct a child.
God warned the Israelite parents before they entered the Promised Land that the
society and culture of the land would be fighting for their children and that they had to
fight back. The distractions of that culture would be so great that they would have to have
a plan in place to fight against it. Deuteronomy 6:10-14 talks about God’s caution against
the Canaanite culture influencing the nation of Israel and their children. God talks to the
nation of Israel in this passage and warns them against forgetting to serve him and going
after other gods when they enter the Promised Land.
In verse 11 God mentions a few of the comforts of life they are going to enjoy in
their new place, such as “houses full of all good things, hewn-out wells, and vineyards
and olive trees.” God is trying to tell the Israelites to not allow these temporal things to
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get in the way of serving him. Pleasures and a comfortable life have a way of affecting
people’s relationship with God. People quickly forget about God when they are content.
One of the consequences of the parents forgetting about God is that they fail to transmit
their faith to their children and thus the next generation grows up without a godly
foundation. Just as God cautioned Israel in the past, so today God is warning the parents
against the cultural influence on them and their children. Passing spiritual values on to
the next generation is an intentional and a continual process.
Another story from 1 Kings 21:1-3 describes this strategy that Satan uses today to
destroy children. This story talks about Naboth, who had a prime real estate property. He
had his land right next to the king’s palace. The Bible says that king Ahab wanted this
piece of land, and he offered Naboth two choices: exchange his vineyard for a better one
or to sell it. Either of these seemed like good bargains. But Naboth replied that he would
not give up the inheritance of his fathers. In other words, Naboth said to king Ahab that
he would not sell or exchange what his grandparents and his parents had built and passed
on from generation to generation.
Even though Naboth could have had a better vineyard or could have gotten a lot
of money for it, he would not give it up. The question is, why? It is because this vineyard
had a different value to him. We cannot put a price on heritage. This property had a
sentimental value to Naboth; it was what defined Naboth’s family. That is why he could
not sell or exchange it. Naboth’s ancestors had toiled so hard to grow the vineyard, but
the king just wanted to destroy everything and instead raise vegetables on the land.
Naboth did not care about the money or another vineyard that the king could have given
him. He wanted this vineyard because of what it meant to him.
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The Bible says in Psalm 127:3 that, “children are a heritage from the Lord.”
Children are the inheritance that parents receive from God. And as such, parents have a
decision to make, as Naboth did. Will they give up their heritage or hold on to it? Satan is
working hard to trick parents into giving up their spiritual heritage. He has the same
strategy as Ahab. He uses the culture of today to buy the children. Satan is making some
great offers. The influence of the popular culture is infiltrating Christian families,
schools, and churches. Parents must be very careful not to sell their heritage to Ahab or
exchange it for something else.
Ahab had his own agenda when he came to ask for the vineyard. He had in mind
how this piece of land should look like. Instead of a beautiful vineyard, he wanted a
vegetable garden. The popular culture today has its own agenda as well. It wants control
over the heritage that God gave to parents. The culture today wants to control the
children, and it will make some great offers for them. Just as Naboth did not surrender his
heritage to Ahab, so parents should not surrender their children to the Ahabs of today.
Johann Gottlieb Fichte (1922), who is considered the father of modern education,
said the following about students, “If you want to influence him at all, you must do more
than merely talk to him; you must fashion him, and fashion him in such a way that he
simply cannot will otherwise than you wish him to will” (p. 21). Fichte taught that
education should provide the means to destroy free will. This is exactly the opposite of
God’s plan. God gave free will to people so that they can make right choices. Satan does
not want children to be able to exercise free will so that he can influence them whichever
way he wants.
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The parents have a great influence in the lives of their children. While they are
given this great responsibility to guide their children, the parents must understand that
they cannot force their will on them. Parents’ task is to assist their children in using their
free will to make the best possible choices. The parents’ teaching and sharing of God’s
truth with their children must never diminish their power of choice. Because of free will,
there is always a possibility that the children might reject their parents’ best efforts to
lead them into a relationship with Jesus. As disappointing as it may be for the parents not
to have their children follow their faith, their task is to keep on loving their children no
matter of the decisions they make. The parents must respect the free will that God gave to
their children to make their own choices.
God gives instructions to parents in Proverbs 22:6 to “train up a child in the way
he should go.” Riley (2003) says that the Hebrew word  חנךchanac, which we translate
"train up" or "initiate," can also mean to "dedicate." This word is often used for the
consecrating of anything, such as a house, a person, or to the service of God. Clarke
(1967) says, “Dedicate, therefore in the first instance, your child to God; and nurse, teach,
and discipline him as God's child, whom He has entrusted to your care” (p. 546).
Exell (n.d.) explains the verb “to train” from a different perspective. In those
days, parents fed their infants by giving them food, which they have masticated in order
to make it easier for the new-borns to swallow it. The verb “to train” came to signify “to
give elementary instruction,” or “to imbue.” Parents are called to saturate their children
with spiritual food by masticating it for them until they are able to chew it on their own.
The parents have this sacred responsibility to help their children through this process of
spiritual nourishment.
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It is important to talk about the responsibility of the parents to teach their children
God’s truths, but at the same time children have the responsibility to use their free will to
accept or reject those truths. Riley (2003) says that regardless of the efforts of the parents,
if the children do not receive the training and actively assimilate it into their lives, the
result is failure. There are families with two children that receive the same training from
the parents, and one accepts it and becomes a follower of Christ and the other one rejects
it. The only possible explanation for this is the difference in the children, and not in the
training they received.
Riley (2003) further explains that the phrase, “in the way he should go,” is often
misapplied. The assumption is always made that this phrase means the “way of
righteousness and the true religion.” But the Hebrew phrase literally means “according to
the tenor of his way” (para. 6). In other words, when Solomon advised the parents to train
their children up in the way they should go, he was saying that the parents must raise
their children in harmony with their disposition, their natural talents, and their individual
character. The parents must study the nature and disposition of their children in order to
train them in accordance with their way. Unfortunately, too many parents focus on the
rigorous standard to be applied indiscriminately, instead of closely considering each
child’s unique character and adapt their teaching to the child’s need.
Clarkson (as cited in Riley, 2003) provides a powerful statement in regards to the
principles of free will of the children and how the parents should relate to that.
Not the very best training of the very wisest parents in the world can positively secure
goodness and wisdom in their children. For when they have done everything in their
power, there must remain that element of individuality which will choose its own
course and form its own character. Our children may choose to reject the truth we
teach them, and to slight the example we set them, and to despise the counsel we give
them. In the will of every child there is a power which cannot be forced, which can
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only be won. Let all parents seek, beside training their children in good habits, to win
their hearts to that Divine Wisdom in whose friendship and service alone will they be
safe. Where sagacity may fail, affection will triumph. Command and persuasion are
the two weapons which parental wisdom will do its best to wield. Let all children
understand that for their character and their destiny they must themselves be
responsible. All the very worthiest and wisest influences of home will lead to no good
result if they oppose to them a rebellious spirit, if they do not receive them in the
spirit of docility. There is but one gate of entrance into life, and that is the personal,
individual acceptance of Jesus Christ as the Lord and Saviour of the spirit. The parent
may lead his child up to it, but the child must pass through it of its own accord (paras.
13-15).
The Process of Teaching
God does not ask parents to do something without providing the needed methods
to accomplish it. In Deuteronomy 6 God gives specific instructions on how the process of
teaching should take place. Peel and Peel (1995) provide a four-step practical application
on how to teach the children the commandments of God based on Deuteronomy 6:6-9.
They see four different principles in this passage that can help the parents with their task
of passing on their faith to the next generation.
First, the principle of incarnation. In order for parents to be able to teach their
children, those teachings must be incarnate in their own lives. Second, the principle of
indoctrination. Parents must take time to teach the children God’s commands. Third, the
principle of initiation. They must provide opportunities for their children to put into
practice what they have learned. Fourth, the principle of immersion. The spiritual
education of children must permeate every aspect of their lives; in other words, children
must experience spiritual truth in the midst of everyday living. The power of the truth is
not contained in just words, but words coupled with deeds. Children need more than to
hear the truth.
After Moses told the people to teach the children diligently, he proceeded to tell
them how to do that. First, they were to talk to them when they sat in their house, when
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they walked by the way, when they lay down, and when they rose up (v. 7b). This means
that the nation of Israel had to make simple conversations about faith with their children
in every circumstance of life.
Faith-talk had to become part of their everyday vocabulary. Freudenburg and
Lawrence (1998) say that God’s commands “should be so familiar to kids – because
families talk about them so often, as well as live by them – that they’re just a natural part
of families’ everyday lives. That’s called an integrated faith” (p. 103). The parents must
make sure they clearly show the children how the truth they are teaching is to be applied
in different circumstances of everyday life.
Priolo (2000) calls this principle “teaching them to observe” (p. 20). When Jesus
gave the Great Commission in Matthew 28 to go and make disciples, he told his disciples
that one way they could do that would be by teaching new converts to observe. Jesus did
not tell the disciples to go and teach everyone to know everything, but to observe. If the
children are to become disciples of Jesus, they must be taught to observe, and that
happens in everyday life. Doctrine, which is knowledge, must be turned into living.
Second, God commands the nation of Israel to “bind them as a sign on your hand,
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes” (v. 8). The Jews tried to apply this
command literally, but this is not what God intended. In the Bible, the hand is a metaphor
used to describe behavior. So, God is saying here that the parents should teach their
children that God’s commands should govern their behavior and their actions. Also, the
Bible metaphorically uses the forehead for the mind. Consequently, God is telling the
parents that they should teach their children that his commands should govern their
thoughts (Priolo, 2000).

32

Binding two separate entities means that those two things become inseparable.
When God said to bind God’s commands on the children, he wanted the Israelites to
make sure that the children take them everywhere. In other words, these commands were
supposed to be stuck to them forever. The children could not be separated from God’s
commands. Every decision made and every action taken had to be done in accordance to
those instructions.
As parents encourage their children to practice the things they have taught them in
everyday life, they will gradually become immersed in the truth. As a result, the truths
will become attached to the children. In the previous point the implication is that as the
parents are with their children doing things together, they teach them God’s ways. As the
teaching is important, so the binding of those teachings to the children is important as
well. The importance of binding is that when the parents are not around anymore to teach
their children, the truths that are bound to them will help them make the right choices.
The greatest test is going to come when children are on their own. That is why it’s
important that the parents bind the commandments to their children so that they will have
access to them in every circumstance they may find themselves.
The third way to teach the children diligently God’s commands is to “write them
on the doorposts of your house and on your gates” (v. 9). The door serves as the entrance
into the house, and the doorposts are supporting the door. When this metaphor was used
in Deuteronomy 6, it meant that the Israelites had to make sure that everything that
entered into their homes would pass through the test of God’s law. Everything had to be
supported by the Scriptures.
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The same is true about the command to write them on the gates. Most likely, this
refers to the gates of the city, which served as the entrance into the city. God’s commands
were not only supposed to be the test for everything that enters into the home, but also for
everything that enters into the city. The home and society had to abide by God’s truths
and pass them along to the next generations.
Priolo (2000) says that to write them on the doorposts of the house meant that the
Israelites had to use the Scriptures at home and in the city. Whether they were going out
the door or coming home from their daily activities, God’s truths had relevance to what
they did. The command to write them on their gates most likely made reference to the
necessity of applying the Scriptures not only when they were around their family and
friends, but also when they were out of town. In everything and in all circumstances the
Scriptures are to be applied to life.
Many parents might get discouraged looking at the time demand that this
command places on them in order to be the kind of parents God expects them to be.
Realistically, there are many parents that do not have much time because of many other
engagements that take up their time. But the parents must understand one important
principle from Deuteronomy 6. Grunewald (2014) explains this by saying that Moses
does not just list out things that the Israelites need to start squeezing into their life. He
does not give several things that the parents need to fit into their schedule. Instead, he
lists their schedule. He lists things that they are already doing, and he just encourages the
parents to think differently about the things they are doing and use those to impress
God’s commands on the lives of their children.
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Doherty (2011a) says that life can be compared to a cliff, with many people
falling over it. At the bottom of the cliff there are many lives broken by sin. Many people
are working at the bottom of the cliff with these broken lives, seeking to build a spiritual
hospital where such lives can be treated and restored. This is a great and needed work.
But God calls some people to leave the bottom of the cliff and to go to the top of the cliff
where, instead of building a hospital, they can build a wall or a fence.
Doherty argues the parents must invest their time and efforts into preventing the
children from falling over the cliff. Many parents childproof their homes to protect their
children from physical harm; however, too many parents fail to do the same for their
children’s spiritual protection. Parents childproof their homes because they love their
children and they do not want them to get physically hurt. But if parents care so much
about their children’s physical health and try to protect them from getting physically hurt,
how much more should they care about trying to protect their children from getting
spiritually hurt? Building the wall at the top of the cliff is what Deuteronomy 6 talks
about. This is the process by which the parents make God’s truths known to their
children, which might help prevent them from falling over the cliff and getting hurt.
The Impact of Family and Church on Children’s
Spiritual Education
The Family – Primary Spiritual Educator
There are two institutions that God placed on earth that are entrusted with the vital
task of teaching children to follow God – the home and the church. God intended the
home and the church to become partners in educating the children in God’s way. The fact
is that many parents have relinquished their right to be the primary spiritual educators of
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children and allowed the church and their spiritual professionals to take over the spiritual
education of their children.
It is important for parents to understand that what happens in the family has ripple
effects on the church and society in general. If we are to have strong churches and
societies, we must have strong families. White (1954) gives the following warning about
why there is weakness in the church:
Many seem to think that the declension in the church, the growing love of pleasure, is
due to want of pastoral work. True, the church is to be provided with faithful guides
and pastors. Ministers should labor earnestly for the youth who have not given
themselves to Christ, and also for others who, though their names are on the church
roll, are irreligious and Christless. But ministers may do their work faithfully and
well, yet it will amount to very little if parents neglect their work. It is to a lack of
Christianity in the home life that the lack of power in the church is due. Until parents
take up their work as they should, it will be difficult to arouse the youth to a sense of
their duty. If religion reigns in the home, it will be brought into the church. The
parents who do their work for God are a power for good. As they restrain and
encourage their children, bringing them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,
they bless the neighborhood in which they live. And the church is strengthened by
their faithful work. (p. 550)
The overwhelming consensus in the scholarly world is that the parents (family)
hold the greatest responsibility in passing the truths to the next generation. God is clearly
communicating through Moses that the home should become the center of spiritual
education of children. Clark, Brubaker, and Zuck (1986), explain why the Bible places
such a strong emphasis on the home in the spiritual nurture of children. They are
convinced that there are certain learning experiences that children can have at home,
which are almost impossible to get in any other setting, such as church or school.
Therefore, families have the greatest impact on children’s spiritual education.
Another mistake that parents make, besides surrendering their right of being the
primary educators of their children, is the misconception that the teachings will
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automatically transfer from one generation to another. Parents cannot take this for
granted. That is why God encourages the parents to be diligent in their teaching.
White (1952) talks about the lack of spiritual training in the home and how that
affects the church and the society.
If religion is to influence society, it must first influence the home circle. If children
were trained to love and fear God at home, when they go forth into the world, they
would be prepared to train their own families for God, and thus the principles of truth
would become implanted in society and would exert a telling influence in the world.
Religion should not be divorced from home education. In the home the foundation is
laid for the prosperity of the church. The influences that rule in the home life are
carried into the church life; therefore, church duties should first begin in the home. (p.
318)
Since children spend much more time with their parents than with the church, it is
safe to conclude that the parents are the ones who have the most potential to influence a
child’s relationship with God. Influencing someone’s life takes time, but not just simply
spending time, but spending quality time. The reality is that too many parents do not do
that. They are patterning their parenting on the principles of today’s society.
Society today loves to outsource. Parents today are used to dropping their children
off at soccer practice, piano lessons, swimming, and many other activities, and they have
gotten to the point where they apply the same method in their children’s spiritual
development. Parents must be careful not to outsource the discipling of their children to
spiritual professionals.
Kimmel (2013) defines this type of parenting as “Google parenting” (p. 6). When
the parents relinquish their God-given responsibilities to raise their children in God’s way
to the church or to the pastors, they become Google parents. When someone has a
problem today or they want to know something, they just Google it. People rely on
someone else to get the information needed. Many Google parents today do the same.
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When it comes to their kids, they rely on someone else to do the job for them. Parents
cannot afford to do that.
Parents today are too busy to be the primary spiritual educators of their children
so they try to find someone else to do their job. In most cases, the parents place this
primary responsibility on the church with its pastors. Haynes (2009) states that the church
was never intended to be a substitute for the home. The family must form a partnership
with the church in helping children grow in their relationship with God. Both church and
home are important in the spiritual development of children, but the home plays the
primary role and the church a secondary one.
Home and Church Partnership
Parents must remember that they are not alone in this process, and they should not
try to parent alone. God has provided help for the parents. Joiner (2010) says, “A parent’s
influence is best realized in partnership with a wider community” (p. 23). Since parents
are not the only influence that their children need, they should tap into other sources that
also have the capacity to impact their children. One of the resources that God put at the
parent’s disposal to help them in the parenting process is the church.
Reggie Joiner (2009) presents this partnership between the family and the church
in terms of the combination of two color shades that make orange. He says that orange is
a secondary color created by the combination of two primary colors, red and yellow.
Joiner continues saying that orange represents what red and yellow can do together.
When we paint with just red, we get what red can do, and when we paint with yellow, we
get what only yellow can do. But when we paint with orange, we get new possibilities
and solutions.
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Consequently, the partnership between the church and the home is a powerful
one, and God wants the parents to take advantage of this partnership. In another work,
Joiner (2010) explains the principle of “thinking orange” by saying that orange
symbolizes the partnership that can exist between parents and the church. There is a great
potential to impact the children when we combine the light from a faith community
(yellow) with the heart of a caring family (red). When we think orange, the influence that
we can have on the lives of children will grow exponentially.
Deuteronomy 6 indicates that Moses is not addressing only the parents but the
entire nation of Israel. He says that not only the parents are responsible for the next
generation but the entire community. As important as families are in passing the
teachings to the next generation, God is reminding the people that the larger community
plays an important role as well in this vital task. In other words, God is inviting parents to
widen the circle of influence in the lives of their children.
Woodward (2010) offers a word of caution on this issue. He explains that God
placed the responsibility for teaching the children solely on the parents and that the
parents should be careful not to delegate that responsibility to others.
In the same way, parents are responsible for the education of their children. They
should never delegate that responsibility to anyone. They may delegate authority to
the church, the public school, the private Christian school, Christian colleges, state
universities, and others, to oversee various areas of their children’s education, but
they never delegate the responsibility for their children’s education to anybody. God
has given that responsibility to them as parents. When they acknowledge and accept
that responsibility, they are building on the first foundation on which the spiritual
nurture of children must be founded. (Chapter 2, para. 15)
Rob Reinow (2013) provides a short history on how the transition from the
parents being the primary spiritual leaders of the children to the clergy took place. He
says that the early church fathers continued the teaching of the Bible, calling believers to
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live out their faith in their homes. Later, around the fifth century AD changes began to
occur.
In A. D. 430, church leaders began to speak of Deuteronomy 6:6-7 in regards to life
in monasteries rather than life in families. God’s words for the home were wrongly
applied to the professional clergy. Later in A. D. 600, Gregory the Great, Bishop of
Rome (Pope), began to transfer God’s words for children and parents to the role of
the clergy. He used Colossians 3:21, “children, obey your parents in the Lord” to
mean that congregation members should obey their priests. This set into motion
ongoing jurisdictional confusion between the local church and the Christian family.
Imagine the confusion this caused for children as they called two persons “father and
mother” in their home, and other persons (priests and nuns) “fathers and mothers” at
church. God’s Great Commission jurisdiction for the natural family had been
downgraded. (pp. 197-198)
Reinow (2013) continues saying that with the Reformation the principles of the
Bible in regards to parents and their responsibilities to disciple their children started
coming back. John Calvin and John Knox called for the need for the Great Commission
to begin within the jurisdiction of the home. In other words, they were calling on parents
to remember that the process of making disciples starts at home with their children.
In the late 1800s and 1900s this trend began to change again. With the rise of the
Industrial Revolution many parents moved out of homes to work in the factories. Many
public schools were built during this time and more and more parents delegated the
training of their children to the professionals at school and at church. Charles Spurgeon
(as cited in Reinow) was deeply concerned about these changes. He wrote: “We deeply
want a revival of family religion… How can we hope to see the kingdom of our Lord
advance when his own disciples do not teach his gospel to their own children?” (p. 200).
The Urgency of Discipling Children
Brewster (2010) makes a defining statement by saying that children are strategic
because the clay is still soft. In other words, childhood is the most strategic stage of life
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because it is the most formative period of life. The saying is true: “To shape an adult,
reach a child” (p. 14). Childhood is the time when the life of a person is being shaped and
molded. The author concludes with a warning to which adults must pay close attention:
“To ignore children as if they don’t exist is at best a strategic mistake, and at worst an
invitation for the evil around us to ruin them” (p. 15).
Barna (2003) provides some statistical data in support of this point. He says that
his research revealed that the probability of someone embracing Jesus as his or her Savior
was 32 % for those between the ages of 5 and 12; 4 % for those in the 13 to 18 age range;
and 6 % for people 19 or older. In other words, if people do not embrace Jesus Christ as
their Savior before they reach their teenage years, the chance of them doing so at all is
slim. Barna also concludes from his research that, “By the age of 13, your spiritual
identity is largely set in place” (p. 33).
The 4/14 Window
One great initiative today that tries to solve this issue is called 4/14 Window. A
few years back Luis Bush (2009) coined the phrase 10/40 Window. This concept brought
a sense of urgency to the Christian world to spread the Gospel to a particular
geographical area on the planet. Later Bush coined a different phrase, “the 4/14
Window.” In his view, this is a more strategic window than the 10/40 Window. He is
talking about that vast majority of people who make the decision to become Christian;
they do so while they are children between the ages 4 and 14. This constitutes the 4/14
Window. Bush says, “The ideas, values, and cultural norms that shape the future of
societies are forged during the 4/14 Window” (p. 1).
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Luis Bush is calling the Christian community to an even greater urgency and
focus in recognizing the critical value of the 4/14 Window. He is calling Christians to
action. He says that the church needs to think strategically and be very decisive in
reaching and equipping this generation of 4/14ers to transform the world. If this Godgiven task is neglected, an entire generation could be lost. This would result in the
greatest strategic mistake made by the parents and the church.
A New Generation That Did Not Know God
There is an example of this strategic mistake made by the nation of Israel in the
Bible. Judges 2:10 says that a new generation arose that did not know God. The reason
the new generation did not know God is because the previous generation failed to
introduce God to them. They failed to fulfill God’s command from Deut. 6, where God
instructed them to teach future generations about him.
Knowing God in the Bible means to have a relationship with Him. In other words,
the book of Judges shows that this generation knew about God, but they did not really
know God personally. They were never taught to have a relationship with him. There are
many children today in Christian churches that know a lot about God, but do not know
God. Joshua’s generation was busy fighting for the Promised Land. They were busy
doing part of what God had told them to do, to take possession of the Promised Land, but
in so doing they failed to instruct their children in God’s ways.
Busyness is the usual excuse that parents give today for failing with their children.
If the parents fight the good fight of faith, do good things for others, dedicate time for
church activities, do door-to-door evangelism trying to save souls, and at the same time
they ignore or are too busy to fight for their children, they have accomplished nothing.
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The Promised Land was of no good to the Israelites if their children, who inherited the
land, did not know God.
After the statement that the next generation did not know God, the book of Judges
starts describing the cycle of dysfunction. Judges 2:11 says that the people of Israel did
evil in the sight of the Lord and served other gods. This is repeated numerous times in
Judges (3:12; 4:1; 6:1; 13:1). This cycle of dysfunction happens as follows: Israel does
what is evil. As a result, God allows the other nations to conquer and subdue them. Then
the Israelites cry out to God; God hears and sends judges to deliver them. Shortly after
they are delivered, they fall back into idolatry and forget about God. This happened time
after time in the book of Judges. It looks like the Israelites could not learn their lesson. A
possible reason for this was that the generation that came after Joshua did not have a
strong foundation built in them by their parents. Consequently, they grew up to become
spiritually weak and very easily influenced by pagan religions.
The previous generation was too busy with doing good things – conquering
Canaan and building a home and a bright future for their families; however, they
overlooked one important thing – to build up their children. The Israelites unintentionally
ignored fighting for their children, and the next generation grew up dysfunctional. It is
much harder to undo a dysfunction then to prevent it. It takes only one generation to
bring in the cycle of dysfunction, but it takes several generations to reverse that
dysfunction.
A number of parents might be succeeding in many areas of their lives, but Tim
Kizziar (as cited in Chan, 2013) cautions, “Our greatest fear as individuals and as a
church should not be of failure but of succeeding at things in life that don’t really matter”
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(p. 92). In order to raise a generation that knows God, parents must start discipling their
children in God’s ways at a very early age. Parents must be careful today not to make the
same strategic mistake as the nation of Israel made when they entered into Canaan.
Summary and Implications
This chapter focused on two main principles from the Scripture which are
essential in the process of children’s discipleship. First, the passage from Mark 10:13-16
highlights the necessity of bringing children to Jesus. Second, the passage from
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 emphasizes the responsibility of passing on spiritual values to next
generation.
The passage in Mark 13 stresses the need for the children to be brought to Jesus.
Many people make the mistake of thinking that this is not an important task. More than
that, some people become obstacles in the way of children to come to Jesus. But Jesus
clearly states in this passage that the children need to be brought to him, and that the
adults should not stand in the way. The discipleship process of children starts at the point
when someone brings them to Jesus. It is imperative for the adults to understand that the
kingdom of God belongs to all, including children. They are capable of receiving the
kingdom of God and having a relationship with Jesus.
The passage in Deuteronomy 6 underscores the obligation that the parents have to
teach God’s commands to the next generation. God places this responsibility not on the
parents alone, but also on the larger community. The parents and the church must
combine their efforts in fulfilling this enormous task. The fate of the next generation
depends on the faithfulness of the previous generation to diligently teach God’s
commands to their children. Deuteronomy 6 provides God’s instructions on how to be
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wise parents. The knowledge of God’s character must be transmitted to future
generations in order for the entire nation to enjoy a good and prosperous life.
The implications of this topic are immense. The consequences can be life or
death. Stinson and Jones (2011) summarize very well the implications of this issue. They
say that families today live in a war zone. The shelling is going on constantly and the
houses are shaken by it. There is a battle that is going on for families and children, and
the battle is for influence and authority. Children are the targets of the devil, but God has
provided a strategy in the Scriptures to fight against the devil’s schemes.
The book of Revelation portrays a scene in which the dragon, representing the
devil, is trying to devour the child, Jesus, as soon as he is born (Rev 12:4). As the devil
was after Jesus from the time he was born, so he is after every child from the time they
come into this world. Satan will launch continuous attacks against children and will stop
at anything until he accomplishes his goal.
This reveals how important children are in this battle. God has made a plan to
help children survive the conflict, and he has put adults in charge of executing the plan. If
the parents and the church fail to bring the children to Jesus and pass the teachings on to
them, the devil will win the battle. Stinson and Jones (2011) drive this point home with
the following statement, “We know our calling to train our children in the fear of God. To
neglect this training would be to send our children into battle unprepared, unprotected,
unaware” (p. 14).
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CHAPTER 3

LITERATURE RELATING TO LEADING
CHILDREN TO JESUS

Introduction
The efforts of the parents and the church are focused on doing children’s ministry
in order to keep the children in the church. This is an important work; however, the
church often misses the other side of children’s ministry, which is reaching out to the
children in the community to bring them into a relationship with Jesus. This literature
review focuses primarily on how to reach the children. The reason behind this is the idea
that there is an increased likelihood of having a much greater impact on the families in
the community by first leading their children to Christ.
This literature review includes relevant works that have been written in the field
of children’s ministry. The works reviewed are divided into the following four categories:
(a) works dealing with the view of children and childhood; (b) works dealing with the
topic of children’s spirituality; (c) works dealing with the topic of child discipleship; and
(d) works dealing with child evangelism.
The View of Children and Childhood
Bunge, Fretheim, and Gaventa (2008) compiled a volume that provides a biblical
perspective on children and childhood. The main purpose of this volume is to look at the
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biblical text through the lens of the child. At the same time the authors challenge the
readers to use that lens to reevaluate the contemporary ideas about children and
childhood. Similarly, Horn and Martens (2009) provide a thorough research into the topic
of childhood and children in early Christianity. This is important research because it
offers great insights into the historical and cultural contexts of the children in the GrecoRoman and Jewish worlds.
In the same way, Bakke (2005) deals with the theology of children and presents a
historical account of children during the first five centuries of the Christian church. The
important aspect of this work is that the author has done comprehensive research into the
theology of children from the writings of the church fathers. John Chrysostom is the
major influence in the writing of Bakke. He quotes this church father and adopts his style
of raising the children as athletes for Christ.
Balswick and Balswick (2014) discuss the theological foundation for the family
relationship. They start with a critical question that some people avoid, “How can we best
use Scripture to learn God’s intention for family life during the new millennium?” (p. 3).
In studying the theology of family life, the authors of this book have adopted the
approach of Stephen Post of analogical-familial theology. By the way of analogy this
model bases the theology of family relationship on the relationship between the persons
of the Trinity. Based on this model the authors identify four relationship principles that
form the theological basis of family relationships: (a) covenant, (b) grace, (c)
empowerment, and (d) intimacy (Appendix A).
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Children’s Spirituality
This section of the literature review will attempt to touch on some of the most
important aspects of the topic of children’s spirituality. One of these important facets is
advocated by Csinos (2011) who argues that a one-size-fits-all approach to nurturing the
spirituality of children is a great misunderstanding, and in many cases, can be very
damaging. He proposes that not all children possess identical spiritual needs, and as a
result, adults must adapt to each child’s needs according to the style of spirituality that
defines the child. Csinos identified four different types of spirituality in children through
which they relate to God: (a) word-centered, (b) emotion-centered, (c) symbol-centered,
and (d) action-centered.
Fowler (2012) pinpoints seven principles that will impact the way the topic of
children’s spirituality is approached. In his first principle Fowler argues that in order to
have rock-solid children one must target the heart of the child. He further explains that
the biblical understanding of the heart is different from our popular understanding today,
that the heart represents the place where one thinks. Fowler strongly believes that when
children get to the point where they think rightly, right doing and right feelings will
follow.
Stinson and Jones (2011) emphasize the idea that families today live in a war
zone. A spiritual battle is raging for every family in this world. They suggest that while
Christian families are tempted to look for a bunker to escape the battle – hiding out in
fortified homes and churches – their true calling is being ignored. The authors propose
that God’s design for Christian families and churches is not to be shelters from the
conflict, but to become gospel-empowered training bases for the conflict. Oliver (2015)
provides practical ideas for parents on how to form their children’s spirituality by using
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the season-by-season program. The author strongly believes that parents shape their
families by the ways they spend their time together with children, through regular habits
and repeated symbols.
Family’s Role in Children’s Spirituality
After taking a hard look at her ministry to children and their families, Anthony
(2012) came to the conclusion that the primary responsibility in children’s spiritual
development lies with the parents. She compares the family with a greenhouse in which
the plant (the child) grows best because the greenhouse (the family) offers optimum
environment for growth. Anthony further suggests that the family must become the place
where the faith is replicated and passed on.
VanPelt (1984) agrees with this point when she says that the attitudes the child
learns during the first years of his/her life become almost permanent. Parents are
presented with opportunities every day to influence their child’s spiritual development.
When those opportunities are missed, they are gone forever. VanPelt concludes that
children don’t just inherit a character from their parents, or that the character just
magically appears. Developing a godly character in children happens only if the parents
have done their homework.
Holmen (2005) also believes that the faith of the children begins at home. But he
is also convinced that in order for the faith to be passed along to the children, a makeover
must take place in the family, church, children, and extended family. All of these are to
partner together to nurture the spirituality of children. In a similar work, Holmen and
Teixeira (2007) provide great resources for churches and parents on how to shape the
faith of the children. The main premise of this work is that the home must become the
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church. The authors created a valuable manual for the parents on how to help their
children step-by-step in their faith growth.
Flowers and Flowers (2005) refer to the family as the “heart of the church” (p.
16). As the heart supports the life of the body, so the family is the lifeline of the church.
The authors of this book encourage to pay careful attention to keeping the heart (family)
healthy. Flowers and Flowers conclude that in order for the churches to be strong and
healthy, there must be an intentional effort to “strengthen this smallest foundational unit
within the body of Christ” (p. 18). When Christian homes are spiritually healthy, they
will become contagious homes, sharing the love of Jesus with everyone.
Similarly, Powell and Clark (2011) developed a system on which to build lasting
faith in children. They call this type of faith sticky faith. They believe that the parents
have the responsibility to foster the faith growth in their children so that faith will stick
for a lifetime. Powell and Clark say that the role of the parents is to help their children to
learn how to trust God. Fowler (2009) suggests three dimensions in which parents should
disciple their children. He talks about discipling the children to know, love, and serve
Jesus Christ. All of these three dimensions must be implemented together in the spiritual
development of children. The author provides the biblical story of Joseph as the example
for his model.
Staal (2012) provides very valuable advice for parents and other educators on how
to share biblical truths in order to shape the character of children. The unique thing about
his approach is the idea that “lessons imparting essential wisdom often travel in pairs” (p.
10). Staal provides six pairs of lessons from the Bible that will help the children develop
their character. In another similar work Staal (2009) suggests seven words or phrases that
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children need to hear in order to become who God made them to be. The main premise of
this work is that the messages we send to children can either lead them to God, or
somewhere else.
Many times parents feel very inadequate in developing their children’s
spirituality. They also feel discouraged by the high standards that are being set before
them in regards to this issue. Habenicht (1994) offers a great resource for parents on how
to help their children really love Jesus. This sourcebook is a great resource for ideas that
are very practical and easy to use. The author acknowledges the reality that parents will
not be able to implement all of these ideas with their children. They should only adopt
those that best fit their family. The author makes this impactful statement that could help
parents navigate through everyday life, “When you understand how spiritual growth
occurs during childhood, the everyday problems will not seem so overwhelming” (p. 6).
Another great resource for parents by the same author provides guidelines on how
to teach spiritual values to children. Habenicht (2000) discusses 10 Christian values every
child should know. The main idea behind this book is that every parent must make sure to
provide their children with an environment in which they can develop strong Christian
values. By developing strong biblical values in the context of the daily family life, the
parents will help their children develop a godly character.
Kuzma (1983) takes biblical principles on how parents can nurture the spirituality
of their children and applies them to everyday life. In this book, the author provides great
insights from the Bible on how to build the character of a child. She bases her model on
the step-by-step plan for the character development of children found in 2 Peter 1:5-7. In
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this passage apostle Peter outlines eight steps that can contribute to the character
development of children.
In another work, Kuzma (1985) talks about how parents can understand their
children. The author admits that for most parents this is a “work of a lifetime, for each
child is unique” (p. x). Kusma starts the book with the basic foundation for understating
the children, which is understanding their needs. She identifies five basic needs of every
child that the parents must meet: (a) the need to be loved; (b) the need to be trusted; (c)
the need to be free to experience life; (d) the need to be challenged; and (e) the need to be
taught.
Bruner and Stroope (2010) promote an incarnational model of spiritual
development in the family. The following statement from their work emphasizes the
importance of the family in spiritual development: “No matter how creatively we
proclaim God’s Word to children at church, they are more likely to believe their
experience of the faith at home. That’s because incarnation trumps proclamation” (p. 20).
Brunner and Stroope illustrate this point by using the analogy of a plant growing. They
say that the family is the soil and the church is the water that helps the plant to grow.
Anthony and Anthony (2011) say that the main goal of the parents is to develop
and nurture in their children a love for God. They believe that the spiritual formation in
the home is more caught than taught. In another work, Anthony (2015) talks about
spiritually healthy families. She affirms that only spiritually healthy parents can raise
spiritually healthy children. She compiled a list of six dysfunctions that affect families
and that challenges parents and offers ways to avoid these dysfunctions in order to have a
healthy, functional family.
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Bengtson (2013) argues that there is a problem of non-transmission of faith across
generations. With the changes in religious, cultural, and social backgrounds, many
parents do not fulfill their task of passing on their faith to their children. As a result,
Bengtson identifies three categories of young people that are the direct outcome of failure
of religious transmission. These are: religious rebels, religious zealots, and religious
prodigals.
Miller-McLemore (2007) deals with the essential question for today, how can
families develop spiritually in the midst of everyday chaos? In other words, how can
families combine spiritual life with family life? The answer is found in the fact that
parents must be careful not to separate faith from everyday experiences. Parents must
learn to find faith lessons in everyday messy experiences. The author beautifully
describes it as follows, “In essence, life's busyness is not an utterly secular wasteland.
Faith and meaning can emerge in the mess” (Chapter 1, para. 64).
The Church’s Role in Children’s Spirituality
Even though the church is ascribed a lesser responsibility in the spiritual
development of children, its role is still great and important. In talking about the role of
the church in children’s spiritual development, Brewster (2010) says that the church must
be involved in the holistic development of a child – heart, soul, mind, and strength. The
author rightly believes that “childhood is the most formative and therefore the most
strategic stage of life” (p.14).
Nye (2009) believes that children’s spirituality is not something that is unusual,
but it is something natural and the church should look at it as something that is to be
expected in every child. The mistake that the churches make is to look at children’s
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spirituality as something that needs to be added, not as something that is already there
and just needs to be nurtured and developed. Nye challenges churches to change the way
they approach children’s ministry by making sure that spirituality is at the very heart of it.
This book provides a great definition of children’s spirituality: “God’s ways of being
with children and children’s ways of being with God” (Chapter 1, para. 22). This
definition establishes the foundation of children’s spirituality, which is the fact that it
starts with God.
Keeley (2008) offers practical suggestions for welcoming children into the faith
community and for making them active participants. In this book the author provides six
principles on ways to have successful children’s ministries in the church that help
children grow in faith. Three of these six principles deal with the idea that children must
become an active part of the larger faith community. Keeley stresses the point that
“Children need to be nurtured in their faith by the whole community of faith, not just
their parents” (p. 18).
Beckwith (2010) strongly believes that the way the churches do children’s
ministry today is broken. She says that this is the reason why the children do not develop
in their spirituality. Beckwith suggests a shift in the models of educating children. The
usual model that the churches use is the formal education or the schooling model.
According to the author, this model has not worked, so we need to shift to informal
education or non-formal education. Beckwith defines this model as, “a lifelong process in
which attitudes, values, skills, and knowledge are acquired from daily experience and
educational resources in the child’s environment” (p. 18). The author concludes this
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discussion by saying that becoming a Christian is not cognitive work but is an act of the
actual practice of being a Christian over and over again.
Csinos and Beckwith (2013) provide some guidelines in their book on how to do
children’s ministry in the way of Jesus. In other words, the authors propose to do
“children’s ministry that is faithful to the teachings and life of Jesus” (Introduction, para.
16). If the churches want to have successful children’s ministry, they will have to provide
a formational environment and become a ministry with children. Frank (2014) advocates
the same idea by proposing a method of children’s ministry that is gospel-centered. This
book emphasizes the power of the gospel in the lives of children. When churches will
adopt the style of doing gospel-centered children’s ministry they, will intentionally keep
the gospel at the center of all they do.
Another important aspect in children’s spirituality is their participation in church
life, especially in worship. Hyde (2014) challenges the parents to always bring their
children to worship services because he strongly believes that the children learn by
participating in worship more than by explaining to them about worship. Hyde calls the
public worship service “the nursery of the Holy Spirit” (Introduction, para. 5). Also, the
author challenges the churches to structure their worship services in a way that would
appeal to all ages.
Family and Church’s Shared Role in Children’s
Spirituality
Joiner and Nieuwhof (2010) believe that the parents’ influence can be best
realized in a partnership with the wider community, the church. They say that the parents
must face the truth that they have parenting limitations. That is why the parents need to
learn to parent beyond their capacity by acknowledging the fact that they are not the only
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influence that the children need in their lives. In another work, Joiner (2009) talks about
the same idea of the necessity of the combined effort between the family and the church
in order to have the greatest impact on children. He identifies the church and the family
as the two powerful influences in this world, both originated by God with the purpose of
demonstrating His plan of salvation. When these two combine their efforts, they can
make a greater impact on children than if they work alone.
Holmen (2010) is a big promoter of the church and home partnership in impacting
children. He argues that this is the formula for building lifelong faith in children. Holmen
emphasizes that the church’s call is to become a lifelong partner with the parents, not a
replacement, in helping the children on their spiritual journey. Having said that, Holmen
makes it clear that, “what happens in the home is more important and influential than
what happens at the church when it comes to faith formation” (p.19). This important
point needs to be emphasized much more since so many parents mistakenly assume and
practice the opposite.
Freudenburg and Lawrence (2009) go further in this discussion about the
influence of the church and family in the lives of children and affirm that the whole
structure of the church must shift from “church-centered, home-supported ministry to
home-centered, church-supported ministry” (p. 98). In this paradigm the home becomes
the center of faith formation in children, with the parents being the primary Christian
educators. Chanley et al. (2010) argue that if the children are to be reached, the church
and the family must collaborate. In this collaboration the church becomes the agent of
helping parents in being parents within a community of other parents in order to raise
Christ-like children.
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Kimmel (2013) expresses the same idea from a different perspective. He calls the
church family ministry a subcontracted parenthood. Kimmel redefines the family as “the
domestic church” and the church as “a gathering of domestic churches” (p. 1). This
means that the parents are the pastors in the family and that they must minister to their
children throughout the week. Kimmel’s basic idea is that everything starts with the grace
of God, and the church and the family must enter into a grace-based partnership.
Stonehouse and May (2010) take a unique approach towards children’s
spirituality. Their main premise is that the parents and the church must listen to the
children on their spiritual journey. The authors believe that we must listen to children in
order to better understand their spirituality. When adults take the time to listen to
children, they can hear their spiritual potential. The authors believe that in order to create
an effective children’s ministry the parents and the church must first listen to the children
and build the ministry around the insights learned from those conversations.
The Deuteronomy-Six Model
Haynes (2009) talks about a paradigm shift in ministry to the children. He argues
that parents today are the primary spiritual leaders of children, and that in order for them
to be successful they must follow the pattern of Deuteronomy 6. Haynes also states that
the role of the church is to equip the parents to be the faith influencers. Holmen (2011)
also uses Deuteronomy 6 as the foundation for his model in order to provide tools for the
parents to pass on the faith to their children. He encourages every family to become a D6
(Deuteronomy 6) home.
In another work, Haynes (2011) conveys the same idea of parenting based on the
model of Deuteronomy 6, but, in this work, he approaches parenting from the view of the
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legacy path. The author says that in order for the parents to help develop their children’s
spirituality they must apply an intentional parenting style based on the legacy path. This
legacy path is God’s plan for the parents to shape the lives of the younger generation by
passing on their spiritual legacy.
Grunewald (2014) bases his work on the idea of discipling children as a little
church. The author establishes his principles on the passage from Deuteronomy 6. Based
on this model Grunewald demonstrates that the parents should become teachers, friends,
counsellors, and coaches for their children. Woodward (2010) says that God’s plan in
Deuteronomy 6 was for the parents to communicate to the children their own convictions
and values. The author labels this plan with 4 R’s of parenting: (a) responsibility, (b)
relationship, (c) reality, and (d) revelation.
One of the greatest challenges that parents face today is to find ways of raising
moral children in an immoral and ungodly world. Our society is fast becoming one of the
most immoral societies in the history of this world. McCracken (2012) deals with this
question based on the passage from Deuteronomy 6. He says that the parents must lead
their children to the Promised Land while at the same time keeping them from the
immoral influence of Canaan. The author ascribes this responsibility not only to the
parents, but to the larger community as well.
Child Discipleship
Hirsch (2006) say that disciple making is a “life-long task of becoming like Jesus
by embodying his message” (p. 24). Essentially, when the parents and the church are
committed to disciple children, they are making the commitment to guide the children on
this life-long journey of discipleship. Disciple making does not stop at the age of
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childhood, but continues on throughout every stage of a person’s life. The other side of
this statement is the ideas that in order for children to become disciples of Christ, they
must be taught and shown, on personal example how to become more and more like
Jesus. This author also says that disciple making, being the core task of the church, must
be structured into every aspect of church life.
In order for the church to be successful in the disciple making process, it needs to
change its focus. The church must become more missional in its core. Unless this radical
transformation takes place, the church will not be effective in making children and adults
into true disciples of Jesus. Hirsch (2006) provides the definition of a missional church,
“a community of God’s people that defines itself, and organizes its life around, its real
purpose of being an agent of God’s mission to the world” (p. 82). The church must be
organized around the principle of mission.
Guder (1998) makes the same point when he says that the church needs to shift its
view of mission from “ecclesiocentric (church-centered) view to theocentric (Godcentered) view if mission” (p. 81). In this view, the church joins God on his mission. It is
also very important to note that if the church is on God’s mission, then mission is not
something that the church does. In this understanding, the mission of the church is not
another program, but rather its essence.
Newbigin (1995) sets the background for missional movement within North
America. After returning from his mission work in India, he observed how secular the
Western civilization had become. He then began to promote the idea that Christians in the
Western world must begin looking at this part of the world as a mission field. He
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concludes that, “with the radical secularization of Western culture, the churches are in a
missionary situation in what once was Christendom” (p. 2).
According to Bosch (2014), the Great Commission from Matthew 28:18-20
summarizes the essence of mission with three terms: make disciples, baptize, teach. The
first one is the core of the Great Commission. Consequently, disciple making is the main
mission of the church. Bosch concludes that the link between Jesus’ own time and our
time today is found in Christ’s command to make disciples. Every follower of Jesus
Christ must make others into what they themselves are, and this is the link which
connects each generation to Jesus. If the church fails to make disciples of all people,
including children, then the church fails in its mission and at the same time breaks the
link that connects the church to Jesus.
Many times the church might make the discipleship process very complicated.
However, Rainer and Geiger (2011) argue that the discipleship process must be designed
to be a simple one. A simple discipleship process has the following four characteristics:
(a) the process must be clear; (b) the process must move people toward maturity; (c) the
process must be integrated fully into the church; (d) all the clutter around the process
must be removed (p. 26). This is the process that the parents and churches must use to
disciple children. The authors define the leaders that are involved in this process as
designers. They say that, “Simple church leaders are designers. They design opportunities
for spiritual growth. Complex church leaders are programmers. They run ministry
programs” (p. 26). Those who want to disciple children must become designers who use
every opportunity for spiritual growth.
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The parents and the church have a joint responsibility to lead children into a
relationship with Christ and make them become committed disciples of Jesus. Being a
disciple is a calling, and it requires a life of obedience. According to Brennan (2008)
every child has a vocation, in other words, a calling. Our traditional thinking tends to
exclude children from having a vocation, but he argues that Christian theological
understanding of vocation must include children. Brennan proposes in his book that
according to the Bible the vocation of the child has at least eight dimensions. The eight
dimensions of a child’s vocation are very much parallel characteristics of a disciple,
which leads to the conclusion that a child’s vocation is a call to discipleship.
Parents’ Role in Discipling Children
Staal (2006) is very clear on this point when he comments that the parents are the
ones that have the greatest potential to influence a child’s relationship with Jesus. He
further argues that in order for the parents to be effective in this task, they need to be
equipped in order to build basic skills in becoming effective in communicating spiritual
matters to children. Continuing in the same vein of thought, Wright and Graves (2008)
comment that the privilege of discipling children is primarily entrusted to the parents. To
think that the church or the pastor has the task of leading their children to Jesus is a great
misunderstanding among the parents. Wright strongly encourages parents not to hand to
the pastor the privilege that belongs to them.
Joiner and Ivy (2013) say that when it comes to parenting, it is very hard to
remember what matters most. This book is a reminder to the parents that their parenting
must be a demonstration to their children of what matters most in their lives. Joiner and
Ivy believe that the parents make a permanent and continuous imprint on the lives of their
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children. The reason behind this work is to encourage godly parents to keep on doing
what they have been doing because what they are doing now matters more in the long
run. Consequently, the authors believe that parents must start investing more in their
children now if they want to see bigger and better results in the future.
Barna (2007) concluded from his research “spiritual war occurring in individual
lives is pretty much won or lost by the age of thirteen” (p. xxi). He argues that in order
for children to become spiritual champions, parents must adopt a revolutionary parenting
style. The parents are the ones that are always on the front lines in discipling their
children. Taking it a step further, Anthony (2010) states that spiritual parenting is all
about modeling the authentic relationship that parents have with Jesus instead of merely
focusing on controlling children’s behavior. Another task of spiritual parents is to focus
on the role that God gave them to raise each of their children as his unique and wonderful
creations.
Baucham (2007) rightly comments that discipleship begins at home. In order for
the children to walk with God, the home must become the place of faith growth. The
author says that children are falling away “because we are asking the church to do what
God designed the family to accomplish” (p. 9). Thompson (2011) has developed a
creative biblical approach on how the parents can implement family discipleship. The
author calls this an intentional model of parenting, where family discipleship happens by
design. One major factor in discipling the children that Thompson emphasizes is the idea
that family discipleship is a commitment of the parents to be disciples themselves.
Tripp and Tripp (2008) once again highlight the idea of the parents being the
primary instructors of children. They explain that the home must become the place where

62

constant learning is applied. The authors coined the phrase formative instruction which is
applied to any form of instruction that molds the character of the child. The authors came
up with the perfect formula of how the parents can do this: “Shaping ideas requires longterm interaction with long-range goals and 100 percent saturation” (Chapter 1, para. 7).
They argue that the parents, not the secular culture, must become the instructors of a
child’s heart.
Beeke (2011) stresses the idea that our parenting should be based on the
covenantal promise that was made to Abraham. In this context the parents are called to
parent by God’s promise. In this book the author talks about three-dimensional parenting
according to the biblical tasks of the prophets, kings, and priests. Beeke also says that
many times children are hindered from coming to Jesus by their parents. One of the most
important points is that the parents hinder their children by not coming to Jesus
themselves.
Dempsey (2014) says that families are under severe attacks from evil every day.
Satan is spreading many lies about how parents should be raising their children, and
many parents accept those lies. Dempsey put together a list of ten deceptions that trap
Christian parents into focusing on the wrong things in parenting (Appendix B). As a
result, the parents are leading their children away from Jesus and not into a closer
relationship with him. Family is God’s idea and as such he designed it to be a setting for
making disciples for Jesus.
Blanchard, Hodges, and Goyer (2013) discuss the principle of leadership in the
family. According to them, to lead is to have influence. They say that one important item
that the parents must do is to establish who has the greatest influence in the lives of their
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children. The way to determine that is to learn what style of leadership each family has
adopted. Blanchard et al. encourage parents to take charge of leading their children in the
way of Jesus. The main premise of this book is the principle that “leadership is an act of
service” and that the parents must model Jesus’ style of servant leadership in their
families (p. 2).
The Church’s Role in Discipling Children
Jones (2011) agrees with many children’s ministry specialists that the main role of
the church in discipling children is to equip families with some practical tools. These
tools must be based on the Bible and how the gospel can impact families in a real way.
He argues that our churches must become family-equipping churches. Jones says that the
church must bridge the gap between the biblical ideal and the actual practices. The task of
the church is to see where families fall short of the biblical ideal and provide support and
training in order to accomplish the task of discipling the children.
According to Mercer (2005) the church often displays ambivalence towards
children. Instead of bringing them into a relationship with Jesus, the church most often
sends double messages in regards to welcoming children. Mercer says that the church
“seems to welcome them, but only if they do not act like the children that they are” (p. 2).
The author of this book promotes a child-affirming Christian theology. She calls it
“practical theology of childhood” (p. 10). The main thrust of this theology is the idea that
the church must participate with God in what God is doing on behalf of the children.
Lamb (2009) believes that in order to lead children to Jesus, the parents and the
church must gear their teaching towards helping the children to come to their own
decisions about what is right or wrong. She further affirms that the main point in
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instructing the children is to develop understanding. In order to help parents and church
leaders in this aspect, she developed a very practical 12-month guide on how to instruct
the children for the purpose of leading them to Christ.
Roadblocks in Discipling Children
There are a few roadblocks that the parents and the church encounter in the
discipleship process of children. One of the biggest challenges today is technology. There
are too many distractions that society offers to children today. Chapman and Pellicane
(2014) researched how parents can raise their children to be sociable in a screen-driven
world. According to them, technology is driving families farther apart. If parents want
their children to grow up to be relational, parents must take back their homes. The
authors warn parents about the fact that “children are like wet cement, and nowadays
most are being imprinted by screens, not by parents” (p. 10).
In another work, Chapman and Campbell (2005) present an additional problem
that is persistent in our society. Most parents today have forgotten how to speak the love
languages of children. The authors firmly believe that unless parents learn to recognize
and speak the primary love language of their children, the parents run the risk of not
preparing their children for a responsible adulthood. Chapman and Campbell emphasize
the idea that by speaking your children’s own love language, you can fill their emotional
tank with love. When the child’s love tank is full, they are much easier to disciple.
One of the biggest roadblocks in discipling children could be the church itself.
Many children feel that they do not belong. Joiner, Ivy, and Campbell (2014) studied this
topic in order to come up with a strategy that would make the church a place where
children can feel they belong. They have come to the conclusion that every child needs a
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person and place in order to anchor their lives. To influence children’s spirituality, the
church must provide a place, which is small groups, and a person besides the parents,
who is a spiritual mentor. Joiner et al. affirm the belief that the greatest assets that the
church has in helping build faith in the next generation are the people in the church who
know God.
Along the same lines Rienow (2013) makes this statement, “If we are serious
about the Great Commission, if we are serious about making disciples, it is time for our
local churches to start doing less” (p. 3). The author believes that when the church
becomes limited, the kingdom becomes unlimited. Talking specifically about discipling
children, Rienow argues that the problem seen in the younger generation is due to the fact
that the adults have “turned away from God’s method of passing faith to children” (p.
229). God’s plan has always been that the church would complement what the parents do.
The author illustrates this principle by comparing meals (parent’s influence) with
vitamins (church’s influence).
Bryant et al. (2007) discuss one final roadblock that parents encounter today in
their attempt to lead their children to Jesus. The authors remind the reader that they live
in a fast-changing society. Everything around them changes fast, and one issue that a
number of adults are inquiring about in relationship to children’s ministry is how they can
keep up. In other words, they are wondering how the gospel can be presented in relevant
ways to the children who are subject to so many changes today. The solution to these
inquiries is simple and very practical. The authors maintain that the parents and the
church need to find a new way of doing children’s ministry in a postmodern society,
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which is called “incarnational children’s ministry” (Chapter 1, para. 42). Many people
make the mistake of applying the same principles and expecting different results.
Child Evangelism
Many people question whether or not children are able to comprehend and accept
spiritual truths. An age-old debate is whether children should be evangelized or not.
There is a lot of data and research available that suggests that people are most susceptible
to the gospel message during childhood. The research further suggests that the children
are at the most opportune age for the acceptance of Jesus and his salvation. It is only
logical to think that if adults want to shape the future of a child, they need to start the
process in early childhood.
Klumpenhower (2014) provides ample evidence that children must be taught the
gospel, insisting that the good news is for them as well. He provides several other reasons
for teaching the gospel to children, and then he gives a detailed process on how to
accomplish that. Even though this book is about showing Jesus to the children in our
churches and families, the same principles found here should be applied to introducing
Jesus to children in the community.
Bush (2009) presents a lot of facts and statistics to show that children between the
ages four and 14 constitute the most receptive group to the gospel. He emphasizes the
importance of evangelizing children by pointing to the research, which shows that “85%
of those who become Christians do so between the ages of 4 and 14” (p. x). Bush coined
the phrase 4/14 Window to describe this group. He also points out that this group must be
evangelized because they are “uniquely positioned to be a powerful kingdom force” (p.
vi). If transformation is brought into the lives of these children, they in turn will become
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agents of transformation for years to come. According to Bush, when a child is brought to
Christ, the transformational impact is maximized in the future because they have their
whole life ahead of them to transform others.
Stafford and Merrill (2007) challenge the reader to rethink the way one looks at
the worth of a child. Their premise is that the children should matter and that they are too
small to be ignored. They are asking some hard questions that makes one think about how
the topic of reaching children is approached. They use the term great omission to describe
the attitude of the church and society toward children. Many times, children become the
marginalized group of the society.
According to Stafford and Merrill (2007) “we get only one pass at childhood, and
yet it dictates the quality of the rest of our lives” (p. 15). This is one of the most critical
and important periods in the life of every person, and the church and family must do
everything possible not to miss the opportunity. In another work, Stafford and Merrill
(2012) expand on the same point by saying that any moment could become the moment
of impact for a child. Stafford says that, “I have become convinced that if God stands a
child before you, for even just a minute, it is a divine appointment” (p. 13).
May, Posterski, Stonehouse, and Cannell, (2005) reaffirm the idea that everyone
matters to God, including children. The authors have stressed the point that children
matter to God because they are created in the image of God. As such, the children are
invited to enter into a relationship with Jesus and are called to salvation. This work
provides a biblical and historical overview of children and also offers a great amount of
practical information on how to have a great children’s ministry in the church. In one of
the chapters the authors deal with the topic of reaching the children in the community.
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The church is so often focused on the children in the church that it fails to think about the
children who are outside the church. Sometimes we forget that those children matter to
God just as much.
Summary and Implications of Findings
From the Literature
The task of leading children to Jesus, as demonstrated by this literature review, is
the greatest calling that God extends to the parents and the church. The children are not
just the future; they are the present. There is nothing more important in this world than
ministering to children. The following is a summary of the most important points that
come out from this literature review.
First, children matter to God, and they should matter to us. Second, the primary
role of nurturing the spirituality of children and discipling them is placed on the parents.
Third, the church has a high calling as well in developing children’s spirituality and
discipling them, in that it must provide the necessary tools to the parents to help them in
their task. The church must partner with the family in leading children to Jesus.
Fourth, the biblical model of parenting is best described in Deuteronomy 6, and it
presents the pattern of godly parenting. Fifth, parents must be careful to avoid the
deceptions of Satan in parenting and be careful to not outsource their children to the
church, pastors, or the popular culture of the day. Sixth, there is a great need for the
parents and the church members to become godly examples to the children and to show
them a Christ-like character.
Seventh, the church and the parents must reach out not only to the children in
their families and churches but also to the children in the community. The church must
become the extended family to the children in the community and take on the
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responsibility of leading those who do not have a Christian influence in their homes into
a relationship with Jesus. Eighth, child evangelism must become an integral part of every
church in order to relate the gospel to the children when they are at the most opportune
age.
In view of all of these findings, the following are the implications for the parents
and the church. The parents and the church must change the ways they view children and
the ways they do children’s ministry. There must be a closer collaboration established
between the parents and the churches in finding best methods of ministering to children.
The churches and the parents must also examine themselves and make the proper changes
in order to become the best Christian models for the children. Lastly, the family and
church structure must be evaluated and transformed in order to demonstrate that children
matter the most. In the process of doing this, the church will develop new strategies for
leading children to Jesus.
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CHAPTER 4

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT
IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS
Introduction
The planning for the project began with many hours of brainstorming about the
possible ways and methods the project could be implemented. Feedback was also sought
from leaders and other church members in regards to the best possible approach to
accomplish the task. The following two phases were identified as the most feasible
strategy to implement the project: (a) strategy development phase, and (b) strategy
implementation phase.
Strategy Development Phase
The first phase of the project implementation process was to develop a strategy
for reaching families with children in Calgary, Alberta. This task was designed to be
accomplished in four steps: (a) conduct a demographic study of the community; (b)
analyze and present the data to church leaders; (c) creating buy-in among church leaders
and members; and (d) develop a plan for running Kids’ Discipleship Club.
Demographic Study
This demographic study was based on the 2011 Census. Only the areas that relate
to the project were presented in this study. The percentage of the population aged 65 and
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over in Calgary was 10%. While, the percentage of the working age population (15 to 64)
was 72.1%, the percentage of children aged 0 to 14 was 17.9%. In 2011, the median age
in Calgary was 36.4 years. By comparison, the median age in the province of Alberta was
36.5 years.
The number of census families in Calgary was 296,430, which represents an
increase of 10.2% from 2006. This compares to a growth rate for Canada of 5.5% over
the same period. In Calgary, 72.8% of census families were married couples in 2011,
while 12.7% were common-law-couples, and 14.5% were single-parent families. Among
couples (married and common-law) in the census subdivision of Calgary, 52.1% were
couples with children aged 24 and under at home. By comparison, as a whole, 46.9% of
couples in all of Canada had children aged 24 and under at home.
The statistical data provided above was for the city of Calgary as a whole, but the
plan was to limit the project to the community in which the church was located as well as
the eleven other communities around the church. The combined total population of all
these communities was 81,778 people. In these communities, 62% of the population was
between the ages of 24-64. Also, there were 3,130 children between ages 5-9 in all of
these communities.
Data Analysis
Based on the statistical data above, two interesting conclusions were identified
related to this project. First, it was evident that the majority of the people in the city of
Calgary, and specifically in the communities around the church, were in the labor force.
These were working families and according to the statistics, the majority of them had
children. Second, the statistical data revealed that 4% of the population in the
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communities around the church was children between ages 5-9. These were the ages of
the children that were intended to be the focus of this project.
After analyzing the statistical data, the conclusion was drawn that a significant
number of families in the communities around the church had children between the ages
5-9. Also, looking at the statistical data from the church, it was established that Calgary
Central Church had not been reaching the families with young children; as a result, there
had not been families with children joining Central Church by baptism in the last five
years. After going through this process, the leadership team came to the conclusion that
there was a great need in this area; consequently, the families with young children were
identified as the primary focus of this project.
There were two deciding factors in making this decision. First, there was a need,
and second, the church was capable of supplying that need. The two variables of this
strategy were clearly established, but there was the third variable that needed to be
addressed – the willingness of the church. It was evident that the church was more than
capable of supplying the need based on the human and financial resources available to the
church.
However, in order to develop a strategy and implement it, the church needed to
show more than capability. It needed to demonstrate that it was willing to start being
more intentional about reaching families with children and to become more proactive in
developing plans for reaching this segment of the population. Consequently, the
following strategy was designed to begin the outreach efforts for children, with the hope
of reaching the families too. For this purpose, the decision was made to launch a Kids’
Discipleship Club for children ages 5-9 from the community.
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This was not a new strategy. There are some examples in history that show that
this type of strategy had been successfully implemented in the past. White (1888) talks
about Gaussen, who wanted to reach the people of Geneva with the message of the
Second Advent. In order to do that he devised the following strategy:
As he pursued his investigation of the prophecies he arrived at the belief that the
coming of the Lord was at hand. Impressed with the solemnity and importance of this
great truth, he desired to bring it before the people; but the popular belief that the
prophecies of Daniel are mysteries and cannot be understood was a serious obstacle
in his way. He finally determined – as Farel had done before him in evangelizing
Geneva – to begin with the children, through whom he hoped to interest the parents.
(p. 364)
Having identified the children from the community as the primary outreach goal
for the project, the plan was to implement a different strategy in case there would not be
enough children from the community joining the club. In that case, families from the
church would be invited to bring their children to participate in the program. The children
from the church could benefit from this program as well. Church kids needed to be
discipled as well and their spiritual growth was of vital importance. Also, having the
children and the parents from the church interacting with the children and the parents
from the community on weekly basis would result in much stronger relationships.
Creating Buy-in Among Church Leaders and
Members
The following four steps were planned in order to create buy-in among the church
leaders and members. First, have personal conversations with church leaders about the
project. These were the church influencers and the catalysts that move things forward. It
was important to have the support and the buy-in from these people before moving
forward. Second, have the statistical data and the analysis presented together with the
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strategy to the church board and ask them to approve the project. Also, with the project
approval the plan was to ask the church board to approve the financial support for it.
Third, have the idea presented to the church business meeting and get feedback
and support from the entire congregation. Fourth, preach several sermons on discipling
children in order to make the entire church aware of the need of leading children to Jesus.
The purpose of the sermons was to try to create a sense of urgency in the congregation
about the importance of children and the necessity to disciple them. During the second
sermon the idea was to shortly present the problem the church has in not reaching
families with children. Furthermore, the intent was to present the Kids’ Discipleship Club
as one of the solutions that could address this problem.
Finally, as part of creating buy-in among church members a questionnaire was
prepared and distributed to everyone in the congregation during the sermon preached on
discipling children. In order for members to buy-into something, they must be involved in
the planning process. Providing feedback by filling out a questionnaire was the way
intended to involve the members in this process.
The questionnaire was designed to focus on four different areas: first, why the
church had been ineffective in reaching families with children; second, what community
programs could the church conduct in order to reach this segment of population; third,
how the congregation would evaluate the effectiveness of reaching families with children
via the Kids’ Discipleship Club; and fourth, which church members would be interested
in helping with the project?
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Plan Development
In the initial stages of plan development, the idea was that in order to reach
families in the community, the church needed to show that it cared for them. One way to
show them that the church cared was to practically demonstrate care for their children.
Therefore, if the church had a program that could attract the children, then it would be
able to reach the parents as well. By impacting their children’s lives the church could
impact the families. The saying goes that “it takes a village to raise a child,” so the plan
was to make the church a small part of the village that would help the families from the
community raise their children.
The Kids’ Discipleship Club was designed to become the avenue through which
the church would reach out to the families in the community. This would become the
place where children could come and spend a few hours a week in learning more about
God, eating, playing, doing different activities, and having fun together. The main
purpose behind the club was to establish relationships with the families in the community
and to help the children become true followers of Jesus.
In chapter 2, many reasons were presented to emphasize why reaching children
was such an important aspect of the ministry of the church. Leading children to Jesus had
to become the number one work of families and the church. The idea behind this project
was that the church was not only responsible for their own children, but also for the
children in the community. The sad reality was that there were many children whose
parents did not place a high priority on discipling them to follow Jesus, so the church had
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to take on the responsibility for them to lead those children to Christ and teach them
about his love. This project was all about putting our theology into practice.
Strategy Implementation Phase
The second phase focused on the implementation of the strategy to reach families
with young children through Kids’ Discipleship Club. The implementation of the strategy
was designed to take place in five steps: (a) select a team of volunteers and train them;
(b) advertise the project in the community; (c) start running the Kids’ Discipleship Club
once a week for twelve weeks; and (d) plan a celebration Sabbath at the end of the
program for all participants.
Selection and Training of Team Volunteers
The process of selecting a team of volunteers was supposed to take place in three
stages. First, I was going to select and recruit volunteers individually. These were the
main leaders that would help with the project development and implementation. These
leaders had been strategically selected before the main pool of volunteers was chosen.
Second, those members from the church who responded to the questionnaire and offered
to help with the project would be contacted and asked if they were still interested in
helping.
Third, the last stage would be to contact all the volunteers who signed up and plan
two training sessions. The training was planned to focus on the details of every aspect of
club’s operations. A great amount of time would be spent on the registration process and
also on the curriculum to be taught during the program. The volunteers would be divided
into three equal groups. Each group would take turns leading the weekly programs.
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The last part of the volunteer selection and training was to have different team
leaders assigned for different parts of the project. First, a team leader would be assigned
to be in charge of the supper. This person would be charged with finding people who
would help to put the meals together and assist in the kitchen as necessary. Second,
another team leader would be appointed to be responsible for the activities section. Third,
yet another person would be responsible for the crafts and the spiritual learning part.
Fourth, the last team leader would be assigned to be in charge of decorating the spaces
for the children’s program and for the parents’ lounge. All of these people would be in
charge of specific parts of the program but also available to help with other activities
wherever necessary.
Community Advertisement
The advertisement was planned to start a month prior to the launching of the
project. A professional graphic designer was contacted to design a flyer for distribution to
the homes in the communities around the church. The flyer would also go into the church
bulletin, and the members would be asked to invite their friends and neighbors to bring
their children to the Kids’ Discipleship Club. Posters would be placed in public places,
especially where families with children spend time such as libraries, community halls,
swimming pools, elementary schools, and grocery stores. Also, the pastors of the other
churches in the community would be asked if posters could be placed in their churches.
The next step in the advertising process was to use social media tools. The plan
was to design a Facebook ad and landing page for the club. There would also be a paid
advertisement running for a few weeks. The landing page would serve as the main
platform through which the club would be promoted to the public. On this page more
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information would be provided about the club meetings. The other feature that the
landing page would provide would be the “register now” option. The idea was to have the
parents pre-register their children in order to have a rough idea of how many children
were going to attend, and as an incentive, everyone who would pre-register by a certain
date would receive a gift.
Another way to raise awareness about the project was to have an event for the
families in the community. The plan was to have a Family Fun day in the parking lot of
the church a week or two before the project would start. There would be games, rides, fun
activities, and food for the parents and the children. This event was intended to raise
awareness about the Kids’ Discipleship Club, but this was not anticipated to be its main
purpose. The number one purpose for this event would be to show the community the fun
and loving side of the church and to establish friendships with the families that would
attend. A booth would be set up with materials advertising the Kids’ Discipleship Club.
The Kids’ Discipleship Club Operation
The meetings for the Kids’ Discipleship Club were designed to have the following
activities in order: first, games; second, light supper; and third, lesson. The plan was to
have one leader from the volunteer group responsible for each of these three parts of the
weekly programs, who would decide on the different games, activities, crafts, and other
things that the children would do during the club meetings each week. The Kids’
Discipleship Club meetings were meant to take place once a week for 12 weeks. Each
meeting was to be one and a half hours long, starting at 5:30 p.m. The general activities,
such as games and light supper, would take place in the church gym, and the lessons
would take place in the children’s Sabbath School rooms.
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The following registration plan was to be implemented on opening night,
beginning half hour before the meeting. First, each parent would fill out a registration
form and a questionnaire. Second, the parents would sign the Informed Consent Form
and the children would sign the Informed Assent Form. Third, the parents would receive
more information about the club meetings and all the activities planned. Fourth, everyone
would receive a nametag to facilitate name recognition.
Beginning with the second club meeting every child would receive a scorecard
when they arrived. The children would be able to earn Kids’ Discipleship Club points and
to redeem them later for prizes. The points were to be awarded for different things that
children would do during the meetings. This scorecard and the prizes were designed to
give the children an extra incentive to do well during the program and to put extra effort
and thought into what they would do.
There would be six ways the children could accumulate points: (a) 10 points for
coming on time; (b) 20 points for memorizing the key verse; (c) 10 points for listening to
the teachers; (d) 10 points for displaying positive attitude during class time; (e) 20 points
for helping someone else; and (f) 30 points for bringing a friend with them to the
meetings. The children would receive the scorecards every club meeting, and they would
be able to redeem their accumulated points for prizes, once in the middle of the program
and once at the end of the program.
The actual club meeting was designed to run the following way. First, have team
building games, sports activities, and other fun activities for the first half hour of the
meeting. It was important for the children to be involved in activities that would help
them in their physical development. The reason the meetings were planned to start with
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the games was because children love games and physical activities, and they would be
encouraging their parents to be on time so that they could have enough time to play.
Second, serve a light supper after half an hour of playtime. Besides filling their
tummies, the suppertime was intended to provide a chance for the kids to fellowship
together and for the volunteers to spend some time getting to know the children better.
Also, by serving healthy food, the children from the community could learn the value of
healthy eating.
Third, have the last half hour of the meeting dedicated to learning and spiritual
growth activities. This was designed to be the main part of the program, so that is why
this was the last thing the children did before they went home. The learning would be
based on the marks of true disciples and presented in a relevant way that children could
understand. The children would be divided into two groups based on their age. Because
spiritual concepts are learned differently at different stages, they would be presented to
children according to their age. The first group would consist of children ages 5-6, and
the second group would consist of children ages 7-9.
The curriculum was to be developed based on a few different sources. First, the
main part of the lesson would be based on the DiscipleLand Guides (n.d.). Second, some
ideas would be integrated into the weekly lesson from the Footprints for Parents &
Mentors study guides (2009). Third, ideas about the delivery model and the age
appropriate topics would be borrowed from the book Parent’s Guide to the Spiritual
Growth of Children edited by John Trent, Rick Osborne, and Kurt Bruner (2000)
(Appendix C).
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Fourth, some other teaching techniques and curriculum development concepts
would be implemented from a few other sources such as: (a) Childhood Education in the
Church edited by Robert E. Clark, Joanne Brubaker, and Roy B. Zuck (1986); (b)
Leading Your Child to Jesus by David Staal (2006); (c) Raising a Modern-Day Joseph by
Larry Fowler (2009); (d) Words Kids Need to Hear by David Staal (2008); (e) Rock-Solid
Children’s Ministry by Larry Fowler (2004); and (f) Children’s Ministry: Nurturing
Faith Within the Family of God by Lawrence O. Richards (1983).
The actual lesson was planned to run as follows. First, the children would be
asked to recite from memory the key verse, which they would have received at the
previous meeting. Besides earning points for the scorecard, memorizing Scripture would
benefit children for years to come. Second, the children would be involved in an activity
that would spark their interest, something catchy and engaging. Third, children would
receive a Disciple Guide. Using the guide, they would explore the Bible together with
their teacher, fill in some information and do some activities. Fourth, at the end of the
lesson the teacher would do an activity with the children that would inspire action and
encourage them to apply the Bible truth in their lives. At the end of the class the kids
would receive the key verse for next lesson.
The lesson was designed to be the most important part of the Kids’ Discipleship
Club program. Therefore, it was imperative to have a curriculum that would have the
greatest impact on the children. There would be two important components of the lesson
study, the content and the delivery. The volunteers were to be trained to pay close
attention to both of these areas because it was absolutely critical to have the right content
delivered in the right way in order to achieve the intended goal.
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First, the content of the lesson would be helping the children to have a balanced
spiritual growth. The research in the area of spiritual development of kids suggests that
children must develop in three different dimensions. Consequently, the goal in discipling
children during this program would be to effectively interweave all three dimensions:
knowledge, character, and conduct.
The knowledge dimension would be developed by teaching the children to know
God intimately as they grow in their relationship with him. The character dimension
would be developed by helping the children love God passionately. The main idea behind
this is to teach the children to display a Christlike character in every aspect of their lives.
The last dimension, which is the conduct, would be developed by helping the children
learn how to serve God selflessly. The Bible shows that this is exactly the way Jesus
developed when he was a child. Luke 2:52 says that, “Jesus grew in wisdom and stature,
and in favor with God and men.” Christ’s formation progressed intellectually (wisdom),
physically (stature), spiritually (favour with God), and relationally (favour with men).
Second, the delivery of the lesson would be presented in a way that the children
could grasp the concepts. The teachers would be trained to implement the four dynamics
presented by David Staal (2006): (a) children understand concrete terms and language
better than they understand abstract terms and language; (b) children are at different
developmental levels; (c) children are most receptive to stories and terms they can relate
to or picture; and (d) children may focus on, or be distracted by, a single detail in a story.
There was also something planned for the parents. A room would be set up in the
church as the parent’s lounge. The parents would have a choice to drop their children off
for the club meetings and go take care of some of their business, or stay and wait for their
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children in the parent’s lounge. This was supposed to be the place where the parents
could relax, have some beverages and snacks, read a book, or fellowship with other
parents. This type of parental involvement was designed on purpose to be a nonthreatening way of attracting community families to the church. Most of the families in
the community think that the church has an agenda in mind to convert them when the
invitation is extended to them for any event organized by the church. Consequently, the
parents’ lounge was designed in this specific way, to assure that spiritual conversations
with the parents from the community would happen naturally.
That is why plan was also to have some parents from the church in the parent’s
lounge each week so that they could fellowship with the parents from the community and
establish relationships with them. The families from the church would receive specific
instructions during the training process on what to say and what not to say while they are
fellowshipping in the parent’s lounge. It was very important that these families
understood that they were not there to convert those families from the community, but to
just befriend them. Once a month there would be a joint parent-children meeting during
which there would be different bonding activities that the parents could do with their
kids. Since parents are often very busy, having little time to spend with their children, this
activity would provide a great opportunity for them to connect.
Towards the end of the program, the families attending the club meetings would
be given the opportunity to transition into some of the events and activities for children
that happen at the church. They could choose to join one of the children’s Sabbath School
classes, Adventurer Club, or Children’s Choir. Even though the main purpose of the club
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would be to establish relationships with the families, it would be very important to try to
connect them in some form or another with the church.
The success of the project would be assessed by asking the volunteers and the
parents to complete a survey at the end of the program. The plan was to have the Kids’
Discipleship Club program continue in the future. This program could become one of the
community outreach ministries that would benefit the church and the community. The
findings from the surveys would be analyzed and implemented in the future programs.
The End of the Project Celebration
The last activity planned for the Kids’ Discipleship Club was a celebration
Sabbath at the end of the program. The parents with their children who had finished the
program would be invited to this event. During this graduation ceremony, the children
would receive their certificates of participation. This ceremony would culminate with a
potluck lunch where everyone could fellowship together. The end of the project
celebration would be a great opportunity for the church members to meet and fellowship
with the families that participated in the Kids’ Discipleship Club.
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CHAPTER 5

NARRATIVE OF THE PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION
Introduction
As proposed in chapter 4, the project implementation was divided into two
phases. The first phase, strategy development, extended from June 2016 to September
2017. The second phase, strategy implementation, went from October to December 2017.
The total duration of the project implementation was about a year and a half long. This
chapter focuses on describing both phases.
Phase One: June 2016 – September 2017
Statistical Study and Analysis
Phase one of the strategy development phase started with conducting a
comprehensive demographic study of the community in June 2016, the selected findings
of which were presented in chapter 4 of this paper. The reason the demographic study
was conducted was to make sure that this project was something that the community
needed. Although this was a seemingly great project, the groundwork had to be done first
in order to find out whether or not this project matched the demographic profile of the
community. The analysis of the demographic study confirmed the initial assumptions;
there was a significant number of families with young children in the communities
around the church. Therefore, it became evident from the data that this project would be
something from which the families in the community could benefit.
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Buy-in From Church Leaders and Members
The success of this project depended on the buy-in from the leaders and members
of the church. During this stage, which took place from June 2016 to June 2017, many
leaders in the church were informally approached and asked about their opinion on the
value and the necessity of this type of project. Several church elders, who were excited
about the mission of the church, were also approached for feedback.
In the process of getting support from the church leaders and members, feedback
and advice was solicited from the children’s division superintendent and many families in
the church that were involved in children’s ministries. The plan was presented to them
with an inquiry as to whether or not they would be interested in participating in such
project.
During the next step of obtaining buy-in from church members and leaders, the
data from the demographic study was presented to the church board. The plan for
reaching families with children was also presented to the church board members along
with the necessity to generate new ideas to attract parents with children to the church.
The members of the church board shared the same sentiment about the importance of
working with children and bringing them into a relationship with Jesus. After establishing
the importance of this project by presenting the statistical analysis and the theological
foundation, the budget for the project was presented to the church board; it was
unanimously approved.
Finally, the idea was presented to the church membership at large through two
sermons preached in June 2017 on the importance of children discipleship. The research
findings were presented, and the church members were challenged to be intentional in
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passing their faith on to future generations. They were also encouraged to be more
intentional in reaching out to families with children in the community. The idea of the
Kids’ Discipleship Club was presented showing how this project could reach families
with children.
During the first sermon, I stopped for about 10 minutes and asked everyone in the
congregation to fill out a feedback questionnaire (Appendix D). The response from the
members was great and produced many excellent ideas to make the project a success.
One of the questions asked was who would be interested in volunteering for such a
project in the future. Many positive responses were received, and most of the volunteers
that participated later were the ones that had signed up in this initial questionnaire.
Kids’ Discipleship Club Planning
The initial intent was to implement the project in the spring of 2018, but there
were so many church activities already planned for that time that it was impossible to
find a twelve-week window to run the project. Consequently, the implementation of the
project was moved to the fall of 2017. This really sped up the preparation process. During
the two months prior to the implementation of the project, the main focus was on three
specific tasks: (a) develop a curriculum for the project; (b) work on advertisement; and
(c) choose and train volunteers. Besides these three main tasks there were many others
that required attention.
Curriculum Development
Initially the plan was to develop a separate curriculum for this program. The
development of the curriculum started in the spring of 2017, but when the
implementation timeline changed to an earlier date, the search began for a program that
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had already been developed by someone else. A suitable curriculum for the project was
found online from a ministry called DiscipleLand.
This ministry had developed children’s resources for different age groups. The
study guides focused specifically on the ability of children to understand certain spiritual
principles at certain stages in their lives. After thoroughly analyzing the guides, two were
picked that were very close to the lessons that were going to be initially developed for
this project. The guides picked for ages 5-6 were called Amazing New Testament Heroes;
for ages 7-9, Follow the King (Appendix E). Both of these study guides were developed
to teach children how they can become true disciples of Jesus.
Community Advertisement
The next step was to start the advertisement process. This took place between
August and September of 2017. There were a few ways that the project was advertised in
the community. First, a graphic designer created a logo and a flyer (Appendix F) for this
event. The flyer was mailed out later and in addition, a paid advertisement was put on
Facebook. The graphic designer had also developed a landing page for the Kids’
Discipleship Club where people could find more information about it. On the landing
page a pre-registration form was created so that the parents could register their kids
online.
When the time came to send the flyers to the community, a helpful tool was used
on Canada Post’s website called Precision Targeter. This allows the customer to go
online and find specific areas and target specific segments of the population that would
receive the advertisement. Using this tool, the flyer was sent to homes in a radius of 10
kilometers around the church and to postal routes that had the most families with children
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between ages 5-9. The total number of flyers sent out was about 6,000 and they were
mailed about two weeks before the start of the project.
Selection and Training of Volunteers
The last major task in phase one was to choose and train volunteers, which
occurred in September of 2017. As mentioned before, a list of volunteers was compiled
from the questionnaire that had been given to the church members. The plan was to create
three groups of volunteers that would alternate in leading out in the club’s activities one
week at a time. This way it would not put too much pressure on the volunteers because
they did not have to be there every week. To secure confirmation of participation, the
volunteers were contacted about a month and a half before the start of the project. It took
about two weeks to put the list of volunteers together, and then the work of preparing the
training presentation began.
Two volunteer-training sessions were conducted about a month before the start of
the project. During the sessions the details of every aspect of the club and how everything
was going to be implemented was explained in a presentation (Appendix G). Three
different sign-up sheets were circulated with the dates of the meetings so that the
volunteers could choose what team they wanted to join. They also were given a choice in
regards to what part of the program they wanted to lead: the lesson, the games, or the
crafts.
After the last training session, the volunteers were divided into three groups of six
people. Two of them were assigned to be in charge of the Bible lesson. Two were
assigned to be in charge of games and sports, and the last two were appointed to be in
charge of craft activities. Even though each person had their own primary responsibility,
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everyone was assigned to help out with the other activities as well. All of the three
activities were a result of teamwork.
Besides having two people in charge of the specific activity during each week’s
club meeting, certain members of the team were delegated to supervise one of the areas
of the club. For example, one person was asked to plan and distribute all the crafts
activities. Another person was in charge of food planning and preparation for each
meeting, and yet another was in charge of planning and leading out in the games. Also, a
person was assigned to oversee the registration process during the first meeting.
By assigning team leaders over each part of the club, I freed my time to be able to
do other things that needed to be done. I also left for myself the responsibility of leading
out in the spiritual program of the club. Although the games, crafts, and other activities
were important, the main aspect of the club was its spiritual activities. That is why I was
personally involved in teaching those classes, and why I asked the two associate pastors
to lead out in teaching the lessons as well.
Phase Two: October – December 2017
During the second phase of the process the focus was on the implementation of
the strategy to reach families with young children through the Kids’ Discipleship Club.
As the day of the first club meeting was approaching, the leadership team became
anxious. They were wondering if anyone would bring their children to the club. The
anxiety level was heightened by the fact that not one family had pre-registered online.
Besides being anxious, the team started to get discouraged. A lot of people had
put countless hours and effort into the planning, and the lack of online pre-registration
seemed to suggest that their efforts were in vain. Nevertheless, the team still maintained
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some strength and optimism. In the last two weeks before the project started, every
volunteer made the Kids’ Discipleship Club their prayer focus asking God’s will to be
done in this endeavor.
Initial Project Launch
The day of October 4, 2017 finally arrived, and everyone was ready to start the
project. The team had planned, prayed, anxiously anticipated, and now it was time to see
what the results would be. The registration began an hour before the actual meeting. All
of the volunteers were waiting with anticipation to greet the first person to bring their
children to the program. Everyone waited fifteen minutes, then half an hour, then fortyfive minutes, and no one showed up. By the time the meeting was supposed to start, there
was not even one family from the community in attendance. There were just a few kids
from our church, mostly the children of the volunteers.
This was a gut-wrenching experience. I was not sure what to do. The kitchen crew
had prepared food for about fifty people, and everyone else had prepared the lessons, the
crafts, and all the other activities, but no one came. After going to my office for a few
minutes to think about it, I came back and talked to all the volunteers; then everyone sat
down together and had supper. While the volunteers were eating, I approached each table
and asked them what they thought would be the best course of action going forward.
Change of Direction
The plan was to start the club meetings over the next week with a changed
direction. Everyone agreed to shift the club one week later and start from the beginning
on October 11, 2017. But this time the decision was made to open up the club to the
children from our church as well. Next Sabbath the announcement in the church was
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made and flyers were given to members to invite their friends and bring their own
children as well. Posters were placed on the doors of the children’s Sabbath school
divisions, and the leaders informed the parents about the club. The new emphasis of the
club was on the parents from the church bringing their children to the club meetings, and
at the same time they were encouraged to bring a friend with them.
Immediate Reaction to Unsuccessful Launch
I believe that it is important for me to share how I personally felt after no one
from the community came to the first club meeting. I remember feeling very down and
feeling that I had failed miserably in my planning. I am a perfectionist by nature, and I
believe that if everything is planned well, which I thought I had done in this case, then
there would certainly be good results. When the results were negative, I began
questioning where I had made mistakes in the planning process. I began looking at all the
internal and external factors, trying to figure out what went wrong.
The next day I called my advisor to let him know what had happened and to ask
him what I should do with the project. I spoke to him about my disappointment and
confessed that I was not sure what to do. He advised me to continue implementing the
project with children from the church and with friends that they might bring. This was
very interesting to hear; the advisor said exactly what the volunteers and I had already
decided to do as a team the night before, thus confirming our decision. The advisor told
me that, even though it seemed that we had failed, we could still learn a lot from the
experience and that the project should not be considered unsuccessful just because no one
from the community came to the first meeting.
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He advised me to sit down and write, while they were still fresh in my mind, what
I thought were the potential reasons the club had not attracted families from the
community. So, I took his advice and wrote them down. They were a combination of both
my ideas and the feedback I had received from church members and volunteers. These
potential reasons for the unsuccessful first launch are presented in the next chapter.
Second Launch
After working hard to plan and promote the club to the church members and their
friends, everyone was ready to start the club again on October 11, 2017. The second start
date for the club came, and once again everyone was anxious about how it would turn
out. Some of the anxiety lessened, however, by church members who had called that
week to let us know that they would be bringing their children to the club and that some
of them were bringing their friends. This was good news for the leadership team!
The time came, and the first club meeting started with 18 children, six of whom
were non-Adventist children. At the registration table each parent was asked to fill out a
registration form (Appendix H) and a questionnaire (Appendix D). There was also an
Informed Assent Form for the children to sign and an Informed Consent Form for the
parents (Appendix H). After the first meeting the parents and the children who had
attended began to tell others about the club, and our numbers grew every time. The
children brought more friends, and one family, which was completely new to the church,
began to bring their children. There were usually around twenty-five children in
attendance every week, and a few times there were over thirty.
Every week the children came to the club meeting with excitement in their eyes.
They expressed many times that they could not wait for Wednesday night to come. All of
94

the parents said the same things and affirmed the volunteers for doing this for their
children. Many parents said that this type of project was very necessary for the children
in the church. The project was not only a success from the point of view of teaching the
children how to have a relationship with Jesus, but also from the point of view of
showing the children that the church cared for them – cared enough to set aside time
during the week just to eat with them, play with them, and learn together with them.
It is generally standard practice in Seventh-day Adventist churches for children to
be in church on Saturday mornings with their parents. They attend Sabbath school classes
learning and doing activities for about an hour a week, but during the worship service
children do not participate much. The Kids’ Discipleship Club provided another
opportunity for the children and their parents to spend some time at the church having fun
together and getting to know each other. It also provided another opportunity, besides
Sabbath school, for the children to be exposed to biblical teachings and spiritual values
that will help them in their spiritual growth.
Description of the Club Meetings
There was a definite structure to the weekly club meetings as outlined in chapter
4. Every meeting started at the registration table. Parents signed their children in, and
each child received the scorecard with his or her name on it. The scorecards (Appendix I)
were a fun and engaging way to keep the attendance record. There were a few tasks that
the children could perform to earn points to redeem for prizes at a later time. One way to
accumulate points was to come on time to the meetings.
According to the parents this strategy worked very well because the children
would rush their parents to be on time so that they could get the points. Another way to
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get points at the registration table was to bring a friend; this produced the most points
available. I was usually at the registration table each club meeting because I wanted to
greet each child and parent, welcoming them to the club every time. This gave me an
extra opportunity to connect with the participants.
After the person at the registration table noted the child’s attendance, they could
join the games and activities prepared for them for that particular evening. The club
meetings began with games for a reason. First, as I mentioned before, the children would
rush their parents to be on time. This was because they really liked the games. Second, by
beginning with the games, the children burned some energy and worked up an appetite
for food that followed. Later on, they could be more attentive in class.
Even though the plan was to have a few of our volunteers in charge of the games
each week, it really worked out that the youth pastor did the games most of the weeks,
though sometimes other volunteers did them. One change that was made after the first
week was to separate ages 5-6 from ages 7-9 for most games. There were some games
that everyone played together, but most often the groups were divided because the
younger children were not able to play the advanced games diminishing the fun of the
older children.
Right after the games everyone shared a meal together, the children, the parents,
and the volunteers. Originally, the meal was planned only for the children and the
volunteers, but there was enough food prepared every time to feed everyone. This turned
out to be a blessing in disguise because the volunteers found out very quickly that the
younger children needed the help of their parents at the table. This detail was overlooked
in the initial planning process. It really made it easier for the volunteers to have the
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parents help their children with the food. The same person was in charge of cooking the
food every week and then the volunteers helped with some minor preparations and
serving of the food.
After the meal, all the children were asked to form two lines. One for the 5-6year-old class; the other for the 7-9-year-old class. The teacher and the two helpers for
each week took the children to their respective classrooms for the lesson and crafts
prepared for that particular meeting. Every week the class would start with each child
reciting the memory verse and the teacher marking the scorecard with the points due for
their memory work. During the lesson there were a few other ways to get points on the
scorecard such as listening to the teacher and helping someone else in the class.
The class, which included the lesson and craft, usually went for about half an hour
to forty-five minutes. After the class was done, the teacher would bring all the children
together to the gym where the parents were waiting for them. Every child brought their
scorecard with them and gave it to me and I would add it to their file. The children
usually played informal games together until everyone went home. The club meeting
usually went for about an hour and a half to two hours.
While the children were in the class, the parents had the choice of either run some
errands or relax in the parent’s lounge. The parent’s lounge was a feature designed to
help the parents to spend some time in a quiet place where they could relax or fellowship
with other parents. This idea worked during some meetings, and it did not work during
others. The problem was that most of the parents just chose to help clean up the kitchen,
and by the time they were done, the children were back from the class.
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The idea was great, but there was not enough time to properly implement it. The
other activity that was planned for the parents to have joint parent-children meeting once
a month did not materialize either. In the future, when the project is implemented again,
this will become a very important part of the club meetings. The parents will be given
more opportunities to be involved with their children during the meetings.
One great feature of the club was the scorecards. As it was mentioned previously,
every night when the children came to the club meetings, they received the scorecard at
the door. The idea of the scorecard was to motivate them to do good things, and as a
bonus to get points that they could redeem later for rewards. Everyone was pleasantly
surprised to see how the children were trying to meet the requirements of the scorecard in
order to get points. They really tried to do their best to make sure they accumulated as
many points as possible. Some people might disagree with the idea of rewarding children
for their good behaviour or acts of kindness because, in a way, it is manipulation, but
based on this project the rewards system really worked well, and it helped the children by
giving them an extra incentive to exhibit good behaviour.
Prize Redemption
At the middle and at the end of the program, prizes were prepared for the kids to
redeem with their scorecard points. All the points were calculated for each child for the
first six weeks of the club meetings, and then for the last six. The graphic designer had
designed Kids’ Discipleship Club money, and one club dollar was assigned for every ten
points earned on the scorecard. Every child received the amount of money they had
earned, and with that money they bought prizes.
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This was a great experience for everyone. The children really enjoyed getting
rewarded for something they had done well. They took pride in earning those Kids’
Discipleship Club dollars and in being able to redeem them for prizes. Besides
encouraging the children to do good things, the scorecard helped them learn about the
value of money. First of all, they learned that they needed to work hard to earn money,
and then they had to be wise when choosing prizes to spend their money on.
The End of the Program Meeting
The last meeting of the club was held on December 20, 2017. Almost everyone
was in attendance. There were over seventy people together with the parents, children,
and volunteers. A special meal was prepared for everyone and there were also special
games and activities planned for the children. There was no lesson taught during the last
meeting. Since the meeting was so close to Christmas, the celebration for the end of the
program was combined with a Christmas party. At that last meeting every volunteer and
participant were asked to fill out an evaluation form (Appendix J), which was designed to
give feedback about the club. The evening ended with the children redeeming their
second half of the points from their scorecards.
Awards Ceremony
An invitation was extended to everyone to attend the awards ceremony on the
next two Sabbaths. Certificates of Participation (Appendix K) were designed for each
child who had come to the club meetings. Even if they had come only once, they got a
certificate. The parents and the children could attend the awards ceremony on one of two
Sabbaths, December 23 or 30. Right before the sermon the children that participated in
Kids’ Discipleship Club were invited to come to the front and get their certificates.
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During this time a PowerPoint presentation was playing on the screen with pictures from
the past 12 weeks of the club meetings.
Conclusion and Outcomes
The project went very well and several positive things came out of it. Phase one
went exactly as planned in chapter 4, and it really set the stage for the actual running of
the club. The strategy development was not the most exciting task, but it was essential to
the overall success of the project. The planning phase was a long process but very
worthwhile in the end.
The second phase went well too, but it required some adjustments along the way.
As mentioned above, the plan was to have the club mainly for the children from the
community, but after failing to attract those children, the direction was changed and the
implementation was done with mainly children from the church and a few kids from the
community. God had a plan for this project, and he knew that the children from the
church needed this club as much as those from the community.
Although the way the project was actually implemented was not the preferred
way, the outcomes were positive. The main outcome was that the children enjoyed the
club and developed a relationship with other children in the church; most importantly,
they developed a relationship with Jesus. The initial intention for this project was to
disciple children, and based on the feedback received from the parents and volunteers, the
task was accomplished. Another outcome was that the children learned that the church is
there to support them and guide them along the way. The children also learned that the
church is not only designed to teach them about spiritual things, but sometimes they can
have fun at the church as well.
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CHAPTER 6

PROJECT EVALUATION AND LEARNINGS
Introduction
The project of Kids’ Discipleship Club provided a platform through which the
church was fulfilling the Great Commission of Jesus from Matthew 28:18-20 to make
disciples of all nations. The all-inclusive language in this passage indicates that families
and children are part of the Great Commission as well and that the church has a
responsibility to be active in reaching out to them. This project was an active discipleship
training ground for 12 weeks for the children from the community and the church.
Therefore, considering the results, the project was a success.
Having said that, this might appear to be a biased opinion as I was the one leading
out in this project. Therefore, this chapter provides thorough and unbiased assessment in
order to evaluate the effectiveness and the success of the project. This final chapter is
divided into five parts: (a) method of evaluation; (b) results of evaluation; (c) analysis of
the results; (d) my transformation as a ministry professional; and (e) final learnings and
overarching conclusions.
Method of Evaluation
A mixed method of evaluation was used for this project. Before the project
started, a questionnaire was administered to the congregation to find out the reasons why
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the church has not been active in reaching families in the community with young
children, and then suggestions were solicited from the members on ways this task could
be accomplished. Another questionnaire was given to the parents at the time of
registration to inquire about whether or not they believed that this type of program was
useful for their children. The questionnaire for the church parents and the parents from
the community had different questions. At the end of the project the participants and the
volunteers were asked to fill out an evaluation form. The evaluation forms for both of
these groups were put together with the purpose of finding out what worked well and
what needed to be improved.
Results of Questionnaires and Evaluations
Church Members Questionnaire Results
(Appendix L)
The first questionnaire was given to the church members during the church
service. During a sermon preached on the importance of families and reaching families in
the community, the deacons passed the questionnaire to everyone. One hundred sixty-five
responses were received, which provided great feedback in regards to the direction of the
project. The questionnaire was comprised of six questions, five of which were multiplechoice questions.
The first question asked why the church has been ineffective in reaching out to
families with children. Of the church members who responded, 59% said that they
thought it was because there were no programs that the church had in place for this
purpose; 22% said that the reason the church was ineffective in reaching families with
children was because this was not part of our vision; and another 22% said it was because
we did not have enough people to do it.
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In question four the members of the church were asked if they thought a project
such as Kids’ Discipleship Club would be an effective way to reach families with
children in the community. The response was overwhelmingly positive with 81% saying
“yes” and 18% saying “maybe.” Only 1% of those who responded said “no.”
The last two questions asked the participants to weigh in on the results of running
the Kids’ Discipleship Club. Question #5 asked their opinion in regards to what they
thought about the idea that by reaching the children the church would be able to reach the
parents. A resounding majority, 85% said “yes” and 14% said “maybe.” Once again, only
1% said “no.” The last question asked the participants to give an idea of what they
thought would be a fair measure of success for this project.
Three different options were provided and the fourth option was “all of the
above.” The majority of members, 75%, chose option “D.” This option included the three
choices combined together. First, the success of the project would be measured by how
many families joined the church; second, by how many relationships the church would
establish with the families in the community; and third, by the impact the club would
have on the children who participated in the project.
The interesting fact was that the next closest response was the one where the
members agreed that the success of this project would be measured by the impact that the
club would have on the children who attended the program. Only four people said that
they thought that the success should be measured by only how many families joined the
church as a result of running this project.
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Parents Questionnaire Results (Appendix L)
At the beginning of the project the parents were asked to fill out a questionnaire
with seven multiple-choice questions. The questionnaire for the parents from the church
was given to 13 out of 14 families. Altogether 14 families from the church and six
families from the community registered for the project. Two church families were from
different churches in the city. In the case of one family, the father was non-Adventist and
the mother, who had been an Adventist in the past, was not attending any church at the
time. It was the father who brought the child to the club each week. Among these 20
families, there were 35 children that went through the program. Nine of the children came
from non-Adventist families.
The questionnaire for the parents from the church was slightly different from the
one for the community. The first three questions focused on the importance of parents in
the spiritual development of children. First the parents were asked if they thought that
they were the ones that are primarily responsible for the spiritual development of their
children; 100% of them said “yes.” The second question asked the parents to assess their
adequacy in fulfilling this task, and the majority said that they thought they were up for
the task. Two parents said that many times they feel inadequate. The third question was
intended to solicit an opinion from the parents about whether or not they thought that the
Kids’ Discipleship Club could help the parents with their children’s spiritual
development. All of the parents responded “yes.”
Volunteers and Parents Evaluations Results
(Appendix M)
When the project ended, the parents and the volunteers were asked to fill out an
evaluation form. The results from these evaluations were very positive. Both the
104

volunteers and the parents really enjoyed the program and thought that it was an excellent
project to help children grow in their relationship with Jesus. Altogether 21 parents and
19 volunteers filled out the evaluation forms. The evaluation for the parents had seven
yes/no questions, and two open-ended questions where the parents were asked to provide
feedback on what the club did well and what could have been done better or differently.
All four questions for the volunteers were open-ended questions.
Even though the evaluation provided many helpful ideas on how the club could be
improved, about 30% of the parents said that there was nothing that needed to be
improved. They thought that it would be hard to make it better, and they said it would be
nice if the program did not end. All of the parents said that Kids’ Discipleship Club met
their expectations and that they would recommend the program to other parents. Also,
100% of parents said that the volunteers were friendly and very helpful and that the
activities at the club were appropriate and the spiritual materials were very useful.
Analysis of the Results
Church Members Questionnaire Analysis
After analyzing the results, these are some findings that stood out. In regards to
the members’ questionnaire before the start of the program, most of the members were
very positive about the project and happy that something like this would be happening in
the church. Second, some of the other responses pointed out that there were other issues
in the background that the leaders of the church needed to address first. For example, a
few people suggested that the church has been ineffective in reaching families with
children because of the attitude of some members in the church that “children are a
nuisance.”
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Along the same line of thinking, some members suggested that the church was
ineffective because it was critical of children and did not give them much room for
growth. One person said that there was no reason for children to come to the church since
the church did not allow youngsters to participate on regular basis. This helped the
leadership team understand that the church needed a change in culture; the members had
to change their attitude towards children and start seeing them as important and relevant.
Third, it was a pleasant surprise to see that 39% of all the responders said that
they would help with the project. This was a great reinforcement and a validation to the
project. Fourth, 85% of the respondents argued that by reaching the children, the church
would be able to reach the parents. This was another great confirmation for this project
because it was the theoretical foundation of the entire project.
Parents Questionnaire Analysis
The following are several observations in regards to the questionnaire given to the
parents at the time of registration. The non-Adventist parents were asked in question six
to identify the areas they expected their children to develop while participating in this
program. They were given four different options, and every family responded “social.”
The next two responses where “emotional and “intellectual.” This was an indicator that
the social aspect was very important for parents in the community.
In light of this evidence, in order for the club to be successful in the future at
reaching families in the community, it must be advertised as a social club where children
learn about God while socializing. This was the idea of the club to begin with, but as
many people pointed out, the name of the club suggested otherwise. This might have
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been one of the main reasons, as will be mentioned later, that the club did not attract as
many families from the community as initially intended.
Question one revealed that three families had their first contact with the Adventist
church when they came to the club meeting. Also, question two showed that two families
knew nothing about the church until they came to the Kids’ Discipleship Club. And last,
but not least, three families said in answer to question three that they would never have
come to this church for any reason other than the Kids’ Discipleship Club. Although,
admittedly, this was a small number of families, in the grand scheme of things, they were
families that the church would likely not have reached any other way.
The questionnaire for the parents from the church revealed a few conclusions.
First, all of the parents knew that they were primarily responsible for their children’s
spiritual development. The irony was that even though the parents knew this fact in
theory, their practice was completely different. From my personal experience as a pastor,
I can attest to the fact that many families neglect their God-given task to disciple their
children but instead try to place the main responsibility on the church and its leaders.
Second, question six asked the church parents about the areas that they expected
their children to develop while participating in this program. As expected, the majority of
the parents from the church answered that they expected their children to develop in the
area of their spirituality. It was interesting, however, that the second highest answer was
the “social” aspect. As with the parents from the community, so with the parents from the
church: the social aspect was very important. It appears from this questionnaire that a
problem exists in churches today, a lack of social activities and events where people can
fellowship together.
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Parents and Volunteers Evaluations Analysis
The parents’ and volunteers’ evaluations given at the end of the project were very
helpful in assessing what worked well and what areas needed improvement. An analysis
of the responses from both the parents and volunteers found that the following worked
well. Some liked the study materials and thought that they were very helpful. Others
indicated that having a dinner was a great bonus because most of the parents came
straight from work to bring their children to the meetings. All of the parents really
appreciated the friendly and dedicated volunteers and the warm and enjoyable
environment.
Two other areas that the majority of parents and volunteers thought went well
were the point system and the age-appropriate classes. They agreed that the point system
and rewards was a great way to motivate the children. Also, they thought it was wise to
have the children in the age-appropriate classes. Some volunteers commented that it was
great that the club provided a variety of activities such as games, food, lessons, and
crafts. They also thought that it was wise to keep these activities short since children
generally have a short attention span.
In addition to positive feedback from the parents and volunteers, there were also
some responses in regards to what could have been done better or differently. The
following are some of those points that were mentioned. Some parents and volunteers
said that there was a need for more volunteers, and they also expressed their desire to
have the club run year-round. Others said that the meal and playtime could be longer.
Another group of parents said that the games needed to be planned differently so that
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there would be more games for younger children. Yet other parents found that the starting
time did not always work for them so they thought that a later time would work better.
The volunteers said that the lessons should be more interactive and more handson, especially for ages 7-9. In regards to the lesson, one volunteer also suggested that
because Canada is a very secular society now, most children have little knowledge of the
Bible and Christianity. Non-religious children are from such a completely different
worldview that, while it is fine to show them Christian viewpoint, they need to learn the
Bible basics first.
This volunteer further suggested that the lessons were approached from a
Seventh-day Adventist viewpoint, and that if the church wants to reach outsiders, it will
need to try looking at this from their perspective. Assumptions cannot be made today that
everyone has some knowledge about the Bible, Jesus, and Christianity. The club should
not be hiding things, but at the same time it must have a curriculum that is more basic. It
will give the children a better chance of grasping some of the truths without finding it all
confusing. This was a great suggestion in regards to the curriculum that could be used
next time when running the Kids’ Discipleship Club.
Some other suggestions from the evaluations were to make the program shorter
because for some parents and volunteers, twelve weeks was a bit of a long stretch.
Another suggestion for club improvement was to provide more games that engage
children in character building activities. The games needed to be not just an opportunity
for physical activity, but also an opportunity for learning.
The last two suggestions were in regards to the age groups and the parents’
lounge. Some volunteers recommended having three different age groups instead of two.
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Others said that this program would work better for ages 8-12. The last suggestion
concerned the parents’ lounge. Some volunteers commented that the parents’ lounge was
unsuccessful. The parents were so busy helping the kitchen crew clean up after supper
that by the time they were done, they just wanted to sit around in the gym and wait for the
children to come back from their classes. Some parents could not come to the lounge
because they went to class with their young children to help them.
Overall, the parents and the volunteers said that Kids’ Discipleship Club was an
excellent program. Quality time was spent with the children, and they believed that
having done this brought those who attended into a closer relationship with Christ while
strengthening the relationships within the families. Everyone agreed that it was very
satisfying to see how much the children enjoyed being at the club each week.
Reasons for Unsuccessful Initial Launch
As previously mentioned, the initial launch was unsuccessful. The club failed to
attract families with children from the community. The team regrouped and started the
club the second time a week later. Analysis of the responses from the volunteers and of
feedback from other church members indicated the following reasons for the
unsuccessful launch.
First, some people suggested that the advertisement might have been the reason
why people did not come. Having analyzed every piece of the advertisement, the
leadership team concluded that this was the most extensive advertisement ever done for a
church event. Consequently, the blame could not be put on advertisement. However, it
was pointed out that there was one thing in the wording of the advertisement that could
have turned people away.
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Many people mentioned that the problem could have been the title of the club.
They thought that the word “discipleship” was too strong for many people. They could
have seen it as a threat. If the advertisement was seen by non-Seventh-day Adventist
Christian families, they could have thought that this project was trying to indoctrinate
their children to make them followers of Seventh-day Adventist Church.
On one hand, other Christian parents might have thought that their children were
already following Jesus, and therefore, there was no reason to bring them to another
church to be taught about discipleship. On the other hand, if non-Christian families were
interested in the program, then the word “discipleship” could have sounded too religious
to them and would have turned them away.
The original intent of the program was to engage children in a discipleship
process. The purpose was not to have the children come and just have fun without
learning anything about spiritual values. Also, it is unethical to do false advertising; that
is why the program was advertised as a discipleship club and not just a fun club for the
children. However, the argument against the club name does have some value. Therefore,
going forward, the name of the club could be changed in order to appeal to everyone.
Besides, the way the club operated was already a combination of both fun and spiritual
learning activities.
The second reason the club was unsuccessful at attracting families from the
community was because of the state of our society in general, and especially our families.
Canadian society today is very secular; people are not interested in anything religious.
Even so-called Christians, who are mostly nominal Christians, do not really care much
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about what could help them or their children in their spiritual growth. Most Christians
today are satisfied with attending church about once a week.
The third reason the club did not attract neighbourhood families was the busyness
of society today, especially families. Many families have their schedules filled with so
many extra-curriculum activities for their children that they do not have time for anything
else. For too many parents the programs that would help the spiritual development of
their children are not the highest priority.
Fourth, some volunteers suggested that there is a widespread prejudice against the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in general, and as they have observed with other programs
at the church, people do not want to come into our churches. Probably there could have
been a better result if this program was held at an alternate location outside the church.
This option was considered before the start of the program, but at that time it was not a
viable option because of the financial implications.
My Transformation as a Ministry
Professional
This project has been a great challenge for me as a ministry professional. Having
said that, I really enjoyed working on this project. Even though it took a lot of my time
and effort, I believe that it has benefited me personally and my ministry. There are a few
specific areas of my ministry that I would like to mention.
First, this project helped me develop my leadership skills such as delegating. I am
very bad at delegating. I like to do things myself because I know they will get done. This
project helped me once again realize how important it is to have a great team and more
importantly, to trust your team members by delegating responsibilities to them. One of
the volunteers commented in their evaluation that the project was very well organized
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and that as a leader, I had done a great job at delegating. Knowing that I struggled in this
area, it was great to hear this evaluation of my delegating skills.
The other way that this project transformed my ministry is that it helped me
understand that family ministry and children’s ministry are some of the most important
ministries in the church. This project refocused my vision and mission in ministry. It
helped me set the priorities of my ministry in the right order. Besides helping me reevaluate my mission in the church, the project also helped me re-evaluate my personal
relationships with my wife and children. To find the right balance between being a pastor,
a husband, and a father has been a great challenge for me, as it is for many pastors. The
project helped me understand the hard reality that my first priority after God is my
family, and not my pastoral ministry. This was the biggest transformation that has
occurred during the project, and I will be working on this as I continue in my ministry.
Final Learnings and Overarching
Conclusions
Final Learnings
Several useful lessons came out of this project. The first lesson was in regards to
how the church does advertisement for its events. Most of the times the church has put all
the eggs in one basket. In other words, the church has done the traditional method of
advertisement by entrusting the post office, TV ads, and social media to bring people to
their events, but this must be balanced out by involving the members in the process of
advertisement. A lot of money is being spent on flyers and other methods of
advertisement, but the best advertisement is a personal invitation. People who receive the
flyer in the mail do not know us personally, so often the flyer goes straight into the
garbage. There is a need for personal contact, and people are more likely to respond to an
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invitation when someone they know extends it to them. The ideal for the church is to
have a combined effort of advertisement among the flyers, TV ads, social media, and our
members inviting people for church events.
One of the volunteers made a comment along the same lines saying that when
reaching out to the community, the members need to reach each person/family
individually. No amount of advertisement is enough or will guarantee that people will
accept the invitation. Rather, when inviting people, members need to make time, talk to
them and explain the program and how they will benefit from it.
This was the exact experience with the advertisement for this project. Initially, a
lot of flyers were sent in the community, a website page was created, and the project was
advertised on Facebook and other social media, but no results came from those types of
advertisement. However, after the members of the church were asked to invite their
friends, the result was completely different. Every family from the community that
brought their children to the club came as a result of someone from the church inviting
them.
Another lesson that was learned from this project goes along the same lines as the
previous one. Failure is a great opportunity for learning and growth. It is a painful lesson,
but it is a good one nonetheless. Leaders must understand that sometimes God has a
different direction for some of the projects that they plan, and they need to trust God and
be willing to re-strategize and change things as they go. Leaders need to allow God to
lead them. That is why it is important to be very flexible when it comes to planning and
implementing strategies.
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The last lesson that came out of this project was that the children from the church
need discipleship as much as the children from the community. The same feeling was
expressed by one of our volunteers who said that the parents within the church are
looking for something like this club and some are even willing to bring non-Seventh-day
Adventist friends. This was a positive outreach opportunity as well as an encouraging
support for church families. They need help with their children’s spiritual development,
as do the families in the community.
Overarching Conclusions
This project sought to answer the question of how the church can be intentional in
reaching out to a specific segment of population, namely, families with children. The
reason for this project was the church’s lack of programs and activities designed to work
with families in the community. Most of this church’s activities at the time were designed
with the purpose of reaching people through the traditional Prophecy Seminars and most
recently, through health-related types of outreach. All of these were intended to reach
different segments of population but had not been successful in attracting families with
children. The need for a more innovative approach was very obvious.
Although the initial unsuccessful attempt to attract families from the community
might point to the fact that the strategy was ineffective, this would be an unfair valuation
considering the results. After making some adjustments, the strategy provided the desired
results by helping the church establish relationships with six families from the
community. Furthermore, there were many other positive outcomes from this project.
However, the most exciting outcome is that as a result of research, hard work, and a lot of
planning, Calgary Central Church has a new ministry that could be very effective in
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reaching families from the community while at the same time providing help to parents of
the church in the process of discipling their children.
Having run the program and having received feedback from everyone involved, it
may be concluded that the strategy was designed appropriately and, with some
adjustments, the implementation went very well. At this point, the reasons the club was
unsuccessful in attracting more families from the community, as discussed above, are just
assumptions until the project is implemented again. At the time of the defense of this
dissertation, the project was implemented again only with the children from the church,
and the response was remarkable. Every week there were on average 40 children
attending the club meetings.
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APPENDIX A
A THEOLOGICAL BASIS FOR FAMILY RELATIONSHIP
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Adapted from Balswick J. O. and Balswick J. K. (2014)
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APPENDIX B
TEN DECEPTIONS AND TRUTHS ABOUT PARENTING
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DECEPTIONS
1. Satan wants you to think that it’s all
about your kids— your character doesn’t
matter.
2. Satan tells parents that they can handle
life’s problems in their own strength.

TRUTHS
1. God says your character is the
foundation for your parenting.

2. God didn’t intend for parenting to be
done apart from Him. You need the
wisdom found in His Word.
3. Satan spreads the lie that God cares only 3. Parenting in God’s model requires a love
about rules.
relationship.
4. Satan wants you to believe that you don’t 4. The truth is that God-modeling parents
need to invest much time in your children.
share life with their children.
5. Satan wants you to believe that teaching 5. God wants parents to model what they
the right information is enough.
teach.
6. Satan says that why and how we
6. God wants the parents to discipline their
discipline don’t matter (just make them
children in ways that touches the heart.
obey).
7. Satan says that you don’t have to talk
7. God wants the parents to teach his truths
about your faith.
directly and diligently.
8. Satan says that children should choose
8. But God gave His children a mission
what to do with their lives; therefore, you
and prepared them for it, so parents must
don’t need to help them see their mission.
prepare their children to launch into God’s
world.
9. Satan says good parenting is all about
9. God wants the parents to adapt their
consistency.
methods and relationship with their
children, because consistency taken to an
extreme becomes a rut.
10. Satan has convinced parents that life
10. God wants the parents to teach their
should be easy for their children.
children that he never promised that life
would be easy, but God promises to be
with them to empower, help, and protect.

Adapted from Dempsey J. D (2014)
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WHAT YOUR CHILDREN NEED TO KNOW
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AGES 0-4: Laying the Foundation
KNOWING
A. Who God Is

B. What God
Has Done

LOVING
C. You Can
Have a
Relationship
with God
9. Prayer is
talking to God
in Jesus’ name.

1. God exists.

5. God created
everything.

2. God loves
you.

6. God created
you.

10. You need to
talk to God
regularly.

3. Jesus loves
you.

7. God gave us
the Bible.

11. You need to
regularly listen
to stories about
God and Jesus
from the Bible.

LIVING
D. You Can Be
All God Wants
You to Be

E. You Can Do
All God Wants
You to Do

12. God wants
you to be good,
kind, and
loving, just like
Him and Jesus.
13. God wants
you to see and
think good
things.

14. God wants
you to go to
church.

4. God wants to 8. God’s Son,
take care of
Jesus, died for
you.
your sins so
you can be
with God.
Key Ways to Prepare Their Hearts:
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Be consistent.
Model God’s love as you show your love.
Connect with where they are and what they’re interested in.
Teach obedience.
Keep learning exciting.
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15. God wants
you to obey
your parents.
16. God wants
you to learn to
share your
things with
others.

AGES 5-6: Establishing and Teaching About Relationships
KNOWING

LOVING

LIVING

A. Who God Is

B. What God
Has Done

C. You Can Have
a Relationship
with God

D. You Can
Be All God
Wants You to
Be

E. You Can Do
All God Wants
You to Do

17. God is your
loving Father. He
wants to guide,
teach, love,
protect, and
provide for you.

21. God tells
you about
Himself, His
Son, Jesus, and
His plan for
you in the
Bible: The One
Big Story.
22. God sent
His Son, Jesus
Christ, to die
for you.

24. You can have a
relationship with
God by accepting
what Jesus did for
you: Salvation.

30. God has a
plan for you.

35. God wants
you to spend
time with other
Christians, both
at church and in
the community.

25. God wants to
have a relationship
with you.

31. The Bible
tells you the
kind of person
God wants you
to be.

36. God wants
you to help
others and be
nice to them.

23. God has
prepared a
place for you
in heaven.
Jesus is
coming back
for you.

26. You can talk to
God through
prayer.

32. God’s way
works best.
You can be all
God wants you
to be by
following
Jesus.

37. God wants
you to obey Him
and follow Jesus
in everything.

27. You can thank
God and Jesus for
all They’ve done
and still do for you.

33. God wants
you to put only
good things
into your heart.

28. You can ask
God for wisdom
and guidance.

34. When you
sin, you should
ask God to
forgive you –
and He will.

38. God wants
you to share and
take good care of
everything He
gives you.
39. God wants
you to
understand and
memorize Bible
verses.

18. In some ways
you just like God.
He has feelings
and thoughts. He
can understand
you. Jesus
showed us who
God is and what
He’s like.
19. In other ways,
you are very
different from
God. He is
everywhere. He
can do anything,
and He knows
everything.
20. Jesus has
always been with
God and is God.

29. You can read
about God and His
Son, Jesus, in the
Bible. You begin
to have personal
Bible reading and
time with God.
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Key Ways to Prepare Their Response:
❖
❖
❖
❖

Talk about how they like to be treated.
Use your relationship and rapport with them.
Have them start saying their own prayers.
Talk about reasons for obeying.

AGES 7-9: Giving Them the Reasons for Their Faith
KNOWING
A. Who God Is

LOVING

LIVING

B. What
God Has
Done

C. You Can
Have a
Relationship
with God

40. You can be
sure that God is
real.

47. The Bible
is true. It is
God’s Word,
and you can
trust it.

55. You read the
Bible to learn
about who God is
(Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit) and
what He has done
and is doing.

62. God wants
you to learn
and grow and
become like
Jesus.

41. There is only
one God.

48. God made
sure all
stories in the
Bible
together tell
the One Big
Story.
49. The Bible
you have is
exactly what
God wanted
to give you.

56. You can pray
your own prayers
with your parents.

63. Growth is a
learning
process.

57. Prayer
benefits you in
many ways.

64. Your
character
should match
God’s
character.

50. God
wants you to
learn and
study the
Bible.
51. The world
is full of sin.
There is an
enemy in the
world
(Satan). Not
everyone
obeys God.

58. Keep praying:
persistence, tests,
and trials.

65. God wants
you to develop
your talents.

59. You can trust
God and turn your
life over to Him.

66. God wants
you to develop
the Fruits of the
Spirit.

42. God exists in
three Persons:
Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. This
is called the
“Trinity.”
43. God (Father,
Son, and Holy
Spirit) is eternal.

44. Jesus is both
God and Man.
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D. You Can
Be All God
Wants You to
Be

E. You Can Do
All God Wants
You to Do
68. Church is
God’s idea. Jesus
is the head of the
church. At church
you learn about
God and encourage
each other to
follow Jesus.
69. God wants you
to understand what
a blessing people
and good
relationships are.

70. God has taught
you right from
wrong. He did this
to keep you safe
and to give you a
good life.
71. The Ten
Commandments
are a good guide
for life.
72. God wants you
to share your faith.

45. Nothing exists
apart from God.

46. God’s
character is true,
honest, loving,
compassionate,
generous, selfless,
forgiving,
merciful,
trustworthy,
faithful, just,
impartial, and
holy.

52. Jesus died
to save you
from the
penalty for
sin.
53. Jesus
defeated sin
and Satan.

60. You should
learn to seek God.

67. God wants
you to mature
and develop
your
personality.

61. Jesus gives
you peace.

54. Jesus is
the only way
to God.
Key Ways to Prepare Their Minds:
❖ Continue to let your children in on the parenting process.
❖ Encourage and try to answer your children.
❖ Show them examples from the Bible that address their concerns.
❖ Prepare your children for what’s coming.

AGES 10-12: Helping Them to Make the Right Choices
KNOWING
A. Who God Is

73. Not everyone
believes the truth
about God, but
there are ways
you can respond
to their
objections.
(Handling
contrary opinions
about God: basic
apologetics;
other religions).

B. What God
Has Done

LOVING

LIVING

C. You Can Have D. You Can E. You Can Do
a Relationship
Be All God
All God Wants
with God
Wants You to
You to Do
Be

74. God wants
you to explore
the One Big
Story.

81. You can pray
on your own.

84. God wants
you to choose
to grow, learn,
and seek His
wisdom.

87. God wants
you to choose to
commit your
entire life and
everything you
have to Him.

75. God put the
Bible together in
a fascinating
way.

82. You can read
the Bible on your
own.

85. God’s
grace: You
don’t have to
do it on your

88. God wants
you to choose
His way because
you love Him
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76. You need to
learn how to
study the Bible.

83. You can learn
to worship God
and Jesus on your
own or in a group.

own. God is
working in you
by His Holy
Spirit.
86. God wants
you to find and
follow His will
for your life.

77. God lets His
people serve
Him and express
their worship of
Him in different
ways.
78. God gave us
an accurate
record of His
Son, Jesus.

and want to be
like Jesus.

89. God wants
you to learn to
seek and follow
His Spirit’s
leading.
90. You need to
learn how to
resist Satan and
temptation.

91. You need to
get involved in
church and find
your place in the
body of Christ.

79. God wants
you to tell others
about what Jesus
has done.
80. Jesus will
return as Judge
and there will be
a new heaven
and new earth.
Key Ways to Prepare Their Choices:
❖ Encourage them to take more responsibility by easing them into it.
❖ Remind them of their time with God and help them plan it.
❖ Show your children how to find answers in the Bible.
❖ Encourage their participation in church activities by making it easy for them to get there.
❖ Let your children see what’s outside the Christian bubble.
❖ Share with your children what you’re learning.

Adapted from Trent, J., Osborne, R., & Bruner, K. (2000)
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THE CHURCH MEMBERS QUESTIONAIRE
1. Why do you think our church is ineffective in reaching families with children?
A. Not part of our vision
B. Not enough people to do it
C. No programs in place for this purpose
D. Other (Please specify below)

2. What are some programs that we can do in the community to reach families with
children?
A.
B.
C.
3. If there were a strategy in place to reach this segment of population, would you be
interested to help?
A. Yes
B. No
C. Maybe
4. Do you think that running a Kids’ Discipleship Club at the church would be an
effective way to reach families with children in our community?
A. Yes
B. No
C. Maybe
5. Do you think that by reaching the children we will be able to reach their parents?
A. Yes
B. No
C. Maybe
6. What would you measure the success of the Kids’ Discipleship Club by?
A. How many families joined the church
B. How many relationships we have established with the families in the
community
C. The impact we had on the children who attended the program
D. All of the above
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CHURCH PARENTS QUESTIONAIRE
1. Do you believe that you as a parent have the primary responsibility for the
spiritual development of your children?
A. Yes
B. No
2. Do you feel many times inadequate and too busy to fulfill this task?
A. Yes
B. No
3. Do you think that the Kids’ Discipleship Club provides one of the ways in which
the church might be helpful with your child’s spiritual development?
A. Yes
B. No
4. Have you ever heard of any other church doing this type of activity?
A. Yes
B. No
5. Is it important for you to have a church that provides quality programs for your
children?
A. Yes
B. No
6. In what areas do you expect your child to develop while participating in this
program?
A. Spiritual
B. Emotional
C. Intellectual
D. Social
7. What is the reason you brought your child to be a part of the Kids’ Discipleship
Club?
A. Something else for my child to do
B. The spiritual nature of the program
C. It gives me a chance to drop my child off for a while and do something
else
D. Just curiosity
E. Other (Please specify below)
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COMMUNITY PARENTS QUESTIONAIRE
1. Is this the first time you have a contact with the Adventist church?
C. Yes
D. No
2. Did you know anything about our church before this?
C. Yes
D. No
3. Would you have come to our church for any other reasons other than the Kids’
Discipleship Club?
C. Yes
D. No
4. Have you ever heard of any other church doing this type of activity in the
community?
C. Yes
D. No
5. Is it important for you to have a church that provides quality programs for your
children?
C. Yes
D. No
6. In what areas do you expect your child to develop while participating in this
program?
E. Spiritual
F. Emotional
G. Intellectual
H. Social
7. What is the reason you brought your child to be a part of the Kids’ Discipleship
Club?
F. Something else for my child to do
G. The spiritual nature of the program
H. It gives me a chance to drop my child off for a while and do something
else
I. Just curiosity
J. Other (Please specify below)
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Ages 5-6 Guide: Amazing New Testament Heroes
Lesson 1: Welcome Baby Jesus
Lesson 2: Baptizing God’s Son
Lesson 3: The Sick Need a Doctor
Lesson 4: The Chosen Few
Lesson 5: A Leader of Israel
Lesson 6: Good Friends
Lesson 7: Above the Crowd
Lesson 8: Sons of Thunder
Lesson 9: A Man Who Speaks Out
Lesson 10: Giving What Was His
Lesson 11: She Had Seen the Lord
Lesson 12: A man of Doubt
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Ages 7-9 Guide: Follow the King
Lesson 1: Who Is Jesus
Lesson 2: Miracle Baby
Lesson 3: And Jesus Grew
Lesson 4: Prepare the Way
Lesson 5: It Is Written
Lesson 6: Follow Me
Lesson 7: Born of the Spirit
Lesson 8: Living Water
Lesson 9: A Split Decision
Lesson 10: Healer, Forgiver, and Friend
Lesson 11: Keeping the Sabbath
Lesson 12: The Bread of Life
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APPENDIX G
VOLUNTEER-TRAINING PRESENTATION
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THE GOAL OF CHILDREN’S DISCIPLESHIP:
The goal in discipling children to be like Jesus is to effectively interweave all three
dimensions: knowledge + character + conduct.

DEVELOPING DISICIPLES IN THREE DIMENSIONS:
1. Knowledge: Growing disciples who KNOW God intimately. They develop a
reservoir of KNOWLEDGE based on a Biblical worldview.
2. Character: Growing disciples who LOVE God passionately. They display
Christlike CHARACTER in every area of life.
3. Conduct: Growing disciples who SERVE God selflessly. They demonstrate
faithful CONDUCT that honors God and helps people.
“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men” (Luke 2:52).
Christ’s formation progressed intellectually (wisdom), physically (stature), spiritually
(favour with God), and relationally (favour with men).

SEVEN WAYS TO IMPACT THINKING:
1. Modeling – Can the children in my ministry see a godly Christian life lived out in
front of them by someone they know and trust?
2. Testing – Are children in my ministry given opportunities to exercise and test
(seeing if it works) their faith?
3. Emotion – Are children in my ministry observing and experiencing positive
emotions about following Christ?
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4. Repetition – Are children in my ministry challenged to regularly review,
remember, and repeat core Bible truths and concepts?
5. Questions – Are children in my ministry challenged to think and given
opportunities to express their thoughts and questions?
6. Consistency – Are the children receiving the same message concerning the
gospel and how to be a Christ-follower from all the workers in my ministry?
7. Reconciliation – Are workers in my ministry mirroring both the holiness and the
love of God when there is a need to discipline a child? Disobedience by a child
provides a potent learning opportunity.
Book: “Rock-Solid Children’s Ministry” by Larry Fowler (pp. 33-43)

WORDS KIDS NEED TO HEAR:
1. “I believe in you.” Matthew 3:17. “Because when a parent believes in you, you
begin to believe in yourself.” (p. 15). “Anyone can compliment good grades at the
end of the semester. I’m glad I didn’t miss the real success that happened every
night along the way.” (p. 22).
2. “You can count on me.” Hebrews 13:5. “A child frequently needs for a parent to
set aside the temptation to instruct or give advice in favor of simply sharing in the
moment at hand.” (p. 37). “Become great at keeping commitments to your
children” (p. 38).
3. “I treasure you.” Isaiah 43:4. “Kids long to feel special.’ (p. 51). “The treasure
message communicates a high sense of worth – and children who feel worthy are
more likely to respect the worth of other people.” (p. 52).
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4. “I’m sorry, please forgive me.” James 5:16. “Can you imagine respecting
someone unable to apologize? Neither can your kids.” (p. 65). “If the thought ‘I
should apologize’ comes to mind, then act on it; that’s your heart talking.” (p. 69).
5. “Because.” John 10:17. “Strong reasons make strong actions.” (p. 76).
“Oftentimes, the difference between a boy or a girl just hearing your voice and
actually believing what you say depends on whether or not you provide authentic
rationale – the words you add after you say, ‘because.’
6. “No.” Exodus 19:5. “The responsibility we possess to coach our children includes
the mandate to say ‘No.” (p. 87). “In addition to hearing you say ‘No’, a child
must learn to take that word seriously enough to obey it.” (p. 88).
7. “I love you (Received and Believed).” 2 Corinthians 12:14-15. “Love matters
too much to leave it assumed and unsaid.” (p. 101). “Make declaring love to your
child a normal part of your family life.” (p. 107).

COMMUNICATING WITH KIDS:
“Christianity has the greatest message in the world, but it won’t have any impact if it’s
delivered with descriptions that come close to being in code to those outside the circle.
We must close the gap between what we say and what our children understand us to have
just said.” (p. 19) Book: “Leading Your Child to Jesus” by David Staal

FOUR DYNAMICS:
1. Dynamic 1: Children understand concrete terms and language better than they
understand abstract terms and language. Our challenge, then, is to avoid the use of
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analogy, symbolism, or any abstract wording that requires preexisting familiarity
with a concept.” (p. 19-23).
2. Dynamic 2: Children are at different developmental levels. Age affects your
child’s ability to understand, no matter how simply you word the concepts you
want to communicate.” (p. 23).
3. Dynamic 3: Children are most receptive to stories and terms they can relate to or
picture. “The point is that no one, especially a child, enjoys a lecture. In fact, kids
will understand far more of what an adult attempts to explain when that adult uses
a brief story.” (p. 25).
4. Dynamic 4: Children may focus on, or be distracted by, a single detail in a story.
“Reexamine our details and be sensitive to their impact on our listeners.” (p. 30).

TITLE OF THE PROJECT:
Strategy to Reach Families with Children in Calgary, Alberta.

PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT:
To evaluate how effective is the kids’ discipleship club in establishing relationships with
the families in the community.

ADVERTISMENT:
1. Flyers and Posters
2. Online adds - Facebook paid adds
3. Created a Facebook page
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4. Landing page with Online Pre-registration Form
5. Deadline for pre-registration - September 27
6. Gift as an incentive to those who pre-register

REQUIREMENTS FOR VOLUNTEERS:
1. Willingness to work with children
2. Police Check
3. Time Requirement: About 2 hours every three weeks
4. The volunteers will be divided into three teams and each team will take turns in
leading out.

DATE, TIME, AND DURATION:
1. Date: Wednesday, October 4, 2017
2. Time: The program starts at 5:30 PM
3. Duration: The meetings will take place every Wednesday for 12 weeks. Each
meeting will be 1.5-2 hours long.

REGISTRATION:
1. Wednesday, October 4 at 5 PM
2. Registration team leader
3. Registration Form
4. Parents will fill up a questionnaire
5. Parents will sign the Informed Consent Form
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6. Children will sign the Informed Assent Form

CLUB MEETINGS:
1. The Club Meetings will be divided into three main parts:
2. Games/Activities
3. Light Supper
4. Lesson with Crafts

GAMES AND ACTIVITIES:
1. Team-building games
2. Fun games
3. Sports
4. Other Activities
5. Games/Activities Leader

LESSON AND CRAFTS:
1. DiscipleLand Curriculum
2. Two classes: Ages 5-6 and 7-9
3. Ages 5-6 will be in the Kindergarten Room
4. Ages 7-9 will be in the Primary Room
5. Lesson Leader
6. Theme for Ages 5-6: “Amazing New Testament Heroes.”
7. Theme for Ages 7-9: “Follow the King.”
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8. Each lesson will have a craft going with it.
9. Crafts leader

LIGHT SUPPER:
1. We will serve a light supper for the children every week.
2. Light supper team leader
3. Other team members will help with the supper.

PARETNS’ LOUNGE:
1. Parents can choose to stay at the church to wait for the kids.
2. We will set up the Youth Room as the Parent’s Lounge.
3. Relaxing atmosphere
4. Beverages and snacks
5. Reading a book
6. Socializing with other parents. One or two of our young families will be in the
Parent’s Lounge each week to fellowship and get to know the parents from the
community.
7. Professional Counseling will be available.

EVALUATIONS:
1. There will be two evaluations at the end of the program
2. First, for parents and their children
3. Second, for volunteers
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REGISTRATION FORM
Name of the Child: ___________________________________
Name of the Parents: ___________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________
Email: ___________________________________
Please provide the names of all the people that are allowed to pick up your child:
1.
2.
3.
Does your child have any allergies? YES NO If yes, please specify below.

Does your child have any special needs? YES NO If yes, please specify below.

Please provide two names and phone numbers for emergencies.
1. Name:

Phone Number:

2. Name:

Phone Number:

I also give permission to the Calgary Central Church to use photographs, video footage or
audio recordings of my child, _____________________, for current and/or future
promotional or educational purposes, and to be used without any further consent or
reimbursement. Children’s names will NOT be associated with any photographs or
media. YES NO

Parent Signature: ___________________________________

THANK YOU
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INFORMED ASSESNT FORM
Project Title: “Helping Families with Children in Calgary, AB, Canada.”
Researcher: Ghenadie Girleanu
We are doing a project in order to figure out how our church can be helpful to your
parents. Through this project we would like to learn more about you and your family. If
you decide that you want to be part of this project, you will be asked to come once a
week to the church for an hour and a half spending time with other kids, playing, eating,
doing other fun activities, and learning about God.
Everyone who takes part in this project will benefit from it. A benefit means that
something good happens to you. These are the good things that you will experience:
making new friends, playing, and having lots of fun.
There are some things about this project that might be boring for you and you might not
want to do them, but we believe that they will be very helpful to you. We would like you
to be aware of those things. First, during the time you are here, you would have to do
some learning of the Bible. Second, every time you are here you will have to listen to
your teachers and be respectful to everyone.
When we are finished with this project we will write a report about what was learned.
This report will not include your name or that you were in the project.
You do not have to be in this project if you do not want to be. You can still be a part of
the club and do all the fun activities without being a part of the study. If you decide to
stop after we begin, that’s okay too. Your parents know about this project and if you have
any questions about being in it, please ask us or your parents.

If you decide you want to be a part of this project, please sign your name.

I, _________________________________, want to be in this study.
Printed Name of Child

_________________________________
Date
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INFORMED CONSENT FORM – COMMUNITY
I am conducting a research study as part of my DMin project, in partial fulfillment for my
Doctorate of Ministry at Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan. Your
participation in this study is greatly appreciated.
Research Title: “Strategy to Reach Families with Children in Calgary, Alberta.”
Purpose of Study: The purpose of my study is to evaluate how effective is the Kids’
Discipleship Club in establishing relationships with the families in the community.
Duration of participation in study: I understand that I will be asked to complete a
survey once and an evaluation form once, which will take approximately 20 minutes of
my time in total.
Benefits: There will be some benefits from this study, namely the children will spend a
few hours a week in a safe Christian environment, learning about God and the teachings
of the Bible, and also playing and establishing friendships with other children and
volunteers. The benefit for the parents will be that they will be able to have a few hours a
week when their children will be in a safe environment, watched by someone else while
they can take care of other things. Also, they will have the opportunity to enjoy a quiet
time by themselves or in fellowship with other parents in the parent’s lounge at the same
location.
Risks: There are minimal risks involved for those participating in the project.
Voluntary Participation: I have been informed that my participation in this study is
completely voluntary. I am aware that there will be no penalty or loss of benefits I'm
entitled to if I decide to cancel my participation in this study, and that there will be no
cost to me for participating in this study.
Confidentiality: I understand that my identity in this study will not be disclosed in any
published documents, and that researcher will keep the records on the computer protected
by a password.
Contact: I am aware that I can contact the advisor Michael Cauley at 615-584-4697 or
cauley@andrews.edu or myself at 403-667-8227 or ghena18@gmail.com for answers
to questions related to this study. I can also contact the Institutional Review Board at
Andrews University at
269-471-6361 or irb@andrews.edu.
I have read the contents of this Consent and received verbal explanations to questions I
had. My questions concerning this study have been answered satisfactorily. I hereby give
my voluntary consent to participate in this study. I am fully aware that if I have any
additional questions I can contact the project researcher or the advisor.
_____________________________
Participant’s Signature

________________________
Date

_____________________________
Researcher’s Signature

________________________
Date
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INFORMED CONSENT FORM – CHURCH
I am conducting a research study as part of my DMin project, in partial fulfillment for my
Doctorate of Ministry at Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan. Your
participation in this study is greatly appreciated.
Research Title: “Helping Families in the Discipleship Process of Their Children.”
Purpose of Study: The purpose of my study is to evaluate how effective is the Kids’
Discipleship Club in assisting families in the spiritual development of their children.
Duration of participation in study: I understand that I will be asked to complete a
survey once and an evaluation form once, which will take approximately 20 minutes of
my time in total.
Benefits: There will be some benefits from this study, namely the children will spend a
few hours a week in a safe Christian environment, learning about God and the teachings
of the Bible, and also playing and establishing friendships with other children and
volunteers. The benefit for the parents will be that they will be able to have a few hours a
week when their children will be in a safe environment, watched by someone else while
they can take care of other things. Also, they will have the opportunity to enjoy a quiet
time by themselves or in fellowship with other parents in the parent’s lounge at the same
location.
Risks: There are minimal risks involved for those participating in the project.
Voluntary Participation: I have been informed that my participation in this study is
completely voluntary. I am aware that there will be no penalty or loss of benefits I'm
entitled to if I decide to cancel my participation in this study, and that there will be no
cost to me for participating in this study.
Confidentiality: I understand that my identity in this study will not be disclosed in any
published documents, and that researcher will keep the records on the computer protected
by a password.
Contact: I am aware that I can contact the advisor Michael Cauley at 615-584-4697 or
cauley@andrews.edu or myself at 403-667-8227 or ghena18@gmail.com for answers
to questions related to this study. I can also contact the Institutional Review Board at
Andrews University at
269-471-6361 or irb@andrews.edu.
I have read the contents of this Consent and received verbal explanations to questions I
had. My questions concerning this study have been answered satisfactorily. I hereby give
my voluntary consent to participate in this study. I am fully aware that if I have any
additional questions I can contact the project researcher or the advisor.
_____________________________
Participant’s Signature

________________________
Date

_____________________________
Researcher’s Signature

________________________
Date
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VOLUNTEERS EVALUATION FORM

1. Intentions
▪

What did we set out to do?

2. Results
▪

What have we accomplished?

3. Positives
▪

What did we do well?

4. Learning
▪

What could we have done better or differently?

▪

What did we learn from this experience?
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PARTICIPANTS EVALUATION FORM

1. Did the Kids’ Discipleship Club meet your expectations? YES
2. Was the location adequate for this purpose? YES
3. Was the spiritual material taught useful? YES
4. Were the activities appropriate? YES

NO
NO

NO

5. Did you find the volunteers friendly? YES
6. Were the volunteers helpful? YES

NO

NO

NO

7. Would you recommend this program to other parents? YES
8. What did we do well?
▪
▪
▪
9. What could we have done better or differently?
▪
▪
▪
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CERTI FI CATE OF PAR TI CI PATI ON

DATE

COOR DI N ATOR

D TO
A W A RD E

KIDS’ DISCIPLESHIP CLUB
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CHURCH MEMBERS QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

165 people responded.
1. Why do you think our church is ineffective in reaching families with children?
E. Not part of our vision – 36 people
F. Not enough people to do it – 37 people
G. No programs in place for this purpose – 95 people
11 people said “A, B, C”
17 people picked 2 of 3. Most of them said B & C. The second most was
A&C
H. Other (Please specify below)
▪ Attitude of certain group that children are a nuisance.
▪ Families w/ children are generally focused on things other than
spiritual matters.
▪ We are to critical when children are exploring and trying to establish a
belief system that is relevant to them we are too threatened when they
question.
▪ Why not fix the inside of the church before trying to bring in the
community? Otherwise you will bring people into a church that is
slowly becoming like the world. Outreach is the result of in reach converted souls.
▪ No reason for children to come since we do not allow youngsters to
participate on regular basis.
▪ Consider what we are doing before assuming it is ineffective.
▪ Did not know it was Ineffective.
2. What are some programs that we can do in the community to reach families with
children?
D. VBS with greater advertisement/media, Sunday Pancake breakfast mostly for kids with Christian crafts/activities; Summer - lunch w/ games
in park.
E. Parenting classes, Raising Healthy Kids, Exploring God's creation/nature.
F. Have a prayer program, VBS; Set up date night for parents where we
babysit.
G. Day Care, After School Program, Community Service that helps our
community Directly, also volunteer program with seniors and retired
people to help in this program. Also have a few paid employees.
H. Summer/ Day Camps, Day/After school care.
I. Day care - so many families struggle to receive Christian help, Summer
Programs (VBS), Music programs targeted for under the age of 5 (small
children have the amazing ability to memorize short bible songs they will
sing continuously at home.
J. VBS, Children’s Church.
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K. Physical Activities (Sports etc.) Exercise, Movies, Weekly VBS,
Community Service using the community.
L. ESL for kids/families, Tutor Classes, Church run game/sports nights,
VBS.
M. Parenting School, Pre-school - Kindergarten, organize activities involving
the community on Sunday, one very month or every 6 weeks.
N. VBS, Day Care, after school programs, and sports activities were the most
often mentioned.
3. If there was a strategy in place to reach this segment of population, would you be
interested to help?
D. Yes – 68 people
E. No – 18 people
F. Maybe – 69 people
4. Do you think that running a Kids’ Discipleship Club at the church would be an
effective way to reach families with children in our community?
D. Yes – 135 people
E. No – 2 people
F. Maybe – 28 people
5. Do you think that by reaching the children we will be able to reach their parents?
D. Yes – 140 people
E. No – 2 people
F. Maybe – 22 people
6. What would you measure the success of the Kids’ Discipleship Club by?
E. How many families joined the church – 2 people
F. How many relationships we have established with the families in the
community – 5 people
G. The impact we had on the children who attended the program – 11 people
H. All of the above – 124 people
A & B – 1 person
B & C – 11 people
A, B, C – 1 person
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CHURCH PARENTS QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

1. Do you believe that you as a parent have the primary responsibility for the
spiritual development of your children?
E. Yes - 13
F. No - 0
2. Do you feel many times inadequate and too busy to fulfill this task?
E. Yes - 11
F. No - 2
3. Do you think that the Kids’ Discipleship Club provides one of the ways in which
the church might be helpful with your child’s spiritual development?
E. Yes - 13
F. No - 0
4. Have you ever heard of any other church doing this type of activity?
E. Yes - 0
F. No - 13
5. Is it important for you to have a church that provides quality programs for your
children?
E. Yes - 13
F. No - 0
6. In what areas do you expect your child to develop while participating in this
program?
I. Spiritual - 13
J. Emotional - 10
K. Intellectual - 10
L. Social - 12
7. What is the reason you brought your child to be a part of the Kids’ Discipleship
Club?
K. Something else for my child to do - 1
L. The spiritual nature of the program - 12
M. It gives me a chance to drop my child off for a while and do something
else - 1
N. Just curiosity - 0
O. Other (Please specify below)
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COMMUNITY PARENTS QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

1. Is this the first time you have a contact with the Adventist church?
G. Yes - 3
H. No - 3
2. Did you know anything about our church before this?
G. Yes - 4
H. No - 2
3. Would you have come to our church for any other reasons other than the Kids’
Discipleship Club?
G. Yes - 3
H. No - 3
4. Have you ever heard of any other church doing this type of activity in the
community?
G. Yes - 0
H. No - 6
5. Is it important for you to have a church that provides quality programs for your
children?
G. Yes - 5
H. No - 1
6. In what areas do you expect your child to develop while participating in this
program?
M. Spiritual - 3
N. Emotional - 4
O. Intellectual - 4
P. Social - 6
7. What is the reason you brought your child to be a part of the Kids’ Discipleship
Club?
P. Something else for my child to do - 2
Q. The spiritual nature of the program - 4
R. It gives me a chance to drop my child off for a while and do something
else - 1
S. Just curiosity - 1
T. Other (Please specify below)
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VOLUNTEERS EVALUATION RESULTS
19 Volunteers filled out the evaluation form.
1. Intentions
▪

What did we set out to do?
➢ We wanted to give the children an opportunity to develop spiritually and learn
more about God.
➢ To share Christ with the kids in the community as well as their parents.
➢ To reach families with children from the community. To develop a program
for children from church with the perspective of bringing new families with
children to church
➢ To help the parents by occupying their kids for a few hours in the evening on
a given day, at the same time, having a great time with those children through
games, crafts and of course learning valuable lessons from the Bible.
➢ We were planning outreach to the Christian community at large. Our emphasis
with children was intended to reach the parents with fellowship and Christian
association as we taught their children about Jesus.
➢ Minister to our community (outside the church) by meeting the needs of
children and therefore also meeting the needs of their parents and hopefully
building long term relationships between our Church and these families.

2. Results
▪

What have we accomplished?
➢ Kids see church as an inviting, fun place they get to hang out with friends,
have great food, learn and interact with a variety of adults and kids from
diverse backgrounds. They have learned that the Bible is relatable and Jesus
wants to be their best friend.
➢ We inadvertently ended up being disciples to our own children.
➢ We gave the children a terrific introduction to Jesus in our lessons and a great
opportunity to be comfortable with other Christian kids in playing games and
sharing food as well.
➢ We have shown the church and the community our value in discipling young
people. We have recreated a culture in the church that the young people
looked forward to and invited others also. We also were able to get church
members involved in service.
➢ We built a relationship with the children, and I think happy children equals
happy parent. I noticed that the children were very happy to come and
fellowship with other children, play together, share a meal and also learn what
Jesus want us to be and do.

3. Positives
▪

What did we do well?
➢ We organized well, we had a lot of help, the lessons were Christ centered. WE
offered a welcoming program that people enjoyed.
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➢ Games, food and lessons were all excellent. Children were engaged and
anxious to return from week to week. Having the same adults (Pastors) there
each week gave good, vital continuity.
➢ First of all, splitting the children into two groups based on age. Providing a
variety of activities such as games, snacks, the lesson, crafts etc. and keeping
them short time wise. I think it was a good idea since children generally have
a shorter attention span. Having a point system. That definitely encouraged
them to be nice and kind to each other and memorize their Bible verses.
➢ It was an excellent program that was chosen. Quality time was spent with
these children & I believe that having done this brought those that attended a
closer relationship with those families. It was very satisfying to see how much
the children enjoyed being at the Club each week.
➢ Dividing up the sessions into fellowship/fun/food/learning and more
fellowship and fun to close. Just a nice mix of attention grabbing activities.
The teams seemed to work well. Well I don't know about the other teams but I
loved working with Karen & Justin. Loved it that I wasn’t doing everything
by myself. It was great to have someone else facilitating the crafts and helping
with props during story telling.
4. Learning
▪

What could we have done better or differently?
➢ Games for the little kids separate from the other children would be nice.
➢ Have longer time for the activities.
➢ Maybe less time for games and add more time to the lesson and craft time.
The end always seemed rushed because there wasn't the response from the
community that we were hoping for, would it make sense to conduct a survey
to see if there is a desire or need for this type of outreach in the community?
➢ The lesson for children could be more interactive and more hands-on (for ages
7-9)
➢ It was a bit of a long stretch for those who were there every week maybe.
➢ Although the goal was to have a more community outreach program. I think it
turned out better to have the first Club time for church family. It gives us a
better feel for what Club logistics need to be to be better next time around.
➢ Research and provide games that engage children in character building
activities. Simplify and streamline the lessons - not enough time to complete
the instructions and activity.
➢ Larger kitchen crew
➢ 20% said Nothing

▪

What did we learn from this experience?
➢ The children are really enjoying coming together to learn about God.
➢ The kids enjoyed even the simplest activities and responded well to the
program.
➢ We have a high interest in programs for children in our church and we should
create programs for them.
➢ The activity was useful for bringing the parents and kids together.
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➢ I learned that if we have good programs people will come.
➢ We learned that parents within our church are looking for something like this
club and some were even willing to bring non-SDA friend. I believe this is a
smaller scale way of reaching people but more effective perhaps than only
inviting the non-SDA community. This is a positive outreach opportunity as
well as an encouraging support for our present families. It's easy for people to
invite friends to such a consistently good program. The format was ideal and
no threatening with the enticing games and tasty food followed by a positive
lesson and encouragement.
➢ Our church families need constructive social and recreational activities.
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PARTICIPANTS EVALUATION RESULTS

21 parents filled out the evaluation.
1. Did the Kids’ Discipleship Club meet your expectations? 21 YES
2. Was the location adequate for this purpose? 21 YES
3. Was the spiritual material taught useful? 21 YES
4. Were the activities appropriate? 21 YES

0 NO
0 NO

0 NO

5. Did you find the volunteers friendly? 21 YES
6. Were the volunteers helpful? 21 YES

0 NO

0 NO

0 NO

7. Would you recommend this program to other parents? 21 YES

0 NO

8. What did we do well?
▪

Study materials were very helpful

▪

Having dinner was great bonus

▪

Friendly and Dedicated volunteers

▪

Warm and enjoyable environment

▪

The point system and rewards was a great way to motivate the kids

▪

It was wise to have kids in the age-appropriate classes

▪

The games were great

9. What could we have done better or differently?
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▪

Need more volunteers

▪

Do it year round

▪

Longer meal and play time

▪

I think it would be hard to make it better. It would be nice if the program
didn't end.

▪

More games for younger kids

▪

Involve kids in singing simple Bible songs

▪

The starting time did not always work for some parents

▪

About 30% of the parents said “Nothing”
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June 19, 2017
Ghenadie Girleanu
Tel: (403) 983-0081
Email: ghena18@gmail.com

RE: APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF RESEARCH INVOLVING HUMAN SUBJECTS
IRB Protocol #: 17-079 Application Type: Original Dept.: Doctor of Ministry
Review Category: Full Action Taken: Approved
Advisor: David Penno
Title: Strategy to reach families with children in Calgary, Alberta.

This letter is to advise you that the Institutional Review Board (IRB) has reviewed and
approved your IRB application for research involving human subjects entitled: “Strategy
to reach families with children in Calgary, Alberta” IRB protocol number 17-079 under
Full category. This approval is valid until June 19, 2018. If your research is not completed
by the end of this period you must apply for an extension at least four weeks prior to the
expiration date. We ask that you inform IRB Office whenever you complete your research.
Please reference the protocol number in future correspondence regarding this study.
Any future changes (see IRB Handbook pages 10-11) made to the study design and/or
consent form require prior approval from the IRB before such changes can be
implemented. To request for extension, modification and completion of your study please
use the attached form.
While there appears to be no more than minimum risk with your study, should an
incidence occur that results in a research-related adverse reaction and/or physical injury,
(see IRB Handbook page 11) this must be reported immediately in writing to the IRB. Any
project-related physical injury must also be reported immediately to the University
physician, Dr. Katherine, by calling (269) 473-2222.
We wish you success in your research project. Please feel free to contact our office if you
have questions.
Sincerely,

Mordekai Ongo
Research Integrity & Compliance Officer
Institutional Review Board - 4150 Administration Dr Room 322 - Berrien Springs, MI 49104-0355
Tel: (269) 471-6361 Fax: (269) 471-6543 E-mail: irb@andrews.edu
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